
February 21, 2026

INTERNATIONAL FORUM

Recovery of Ukraine:  New Opportunities and Development Scenarios

PROGRAM
Venue: T. Ševčenkos g. 31

Registration. Welcoming co�ee

Opening panel

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Vilma Bijeikienė, Vytautas Magnus University 
• A minute of silence in honor of the victims of russia’s war 
against Ukraine
• Ukrainian and Lithuanian Anthems, performed by 
Nadiia Adamchuk, the Women’s Choir of the Ukrainian Centre, 
and Vytautas Magnus University choir “Ave vita” 
• Opening remarks by Vytautas Magnus University 
Rector Prof. Ineta Dabašinskienė
• Opening speeches
• The First Lady of the Republic of Lithuania Mrs. Diana Nausėdienė
• The First Lady of Ukraine Mrs. Olena Zelenska (video)
• Minister of Foreign A�airs of the Republic of Lithuania 
Mr. Kęstutis Budrys
• Ambassador of Ukraine to Lithuania H.E. Ms. Olha Nikitchenko

Signing of Memorandum of Cooperation by University of Silesia, 
Poland, and Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania, to sustain the 
support to the Ukrainian Centers.

Panel. Development Cooperation for Ukraine: 
From Support to Partnership
Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Victoria Vdovychenko, Centre for Geopolitics, 
University of Cambridge, UK 

Speakers: 

• Anatolii Kutsevol, Deputy Minister of Energy of Ukraine for European 
Integration

10:30–11:00

11:00–12:00

12:00–13:00

• Gabriel Gorbačevski, Vice-Minister of Energy of the Republic of 
Lithuania
• Sigitas Mitkus, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Lithuania 
• Marius Vaščega, Head of Representation of European 
Commission in Lithuania



Panel. Development Cooperation for Ukraine: 
From Support to Partnership
Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Victoria Vdovychenko, Centre for Geopolitics, 
University of Cambridge, UK 

Speakers: 

• Anatolii Kutsevol, Deputy Minister of Energy of Ukraine for European 
Integration

Lunch break and presentations of Ukrainian community initiatives 13:00–13:45

Experts’ panel. Ukraine in European Union: Membership Scenarios 
and Demographic Challenges

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Erika Vaiginienė, Director of the 
Ukrainian Center

Panelists:
 
• Prof. Malgorzata Mysliwiec, political analyst, University of Silesia, 
Poland

• Vidmantas Purlys, Director of the EU Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign A�airs of Lithuania

• Dr. Vytenis Deimantas, social demography expert, Lithuanian Centre 
for Social Sciences, SHARE Berlin Institute, Lithuania

• Prof. Sonata Jarmalaitė, Advisor to the President of the Republic of 
Lithuania 

Challengers:
 
• Assoc. Prof. Victoria Vdovychenko, Centre for Geopolitics, University of 
Cambridge, UK

• Kateryna Ostrovska, health policy and foresight expert, Ukraine

• PhD candidate Bohdan Polovynko, VMU, Lithuania 

Closing remarks by Assoc. Prof. Vilma Bijeikienė, SUCCESS project 
manager, and Assoc. Prof. Erika Vaiginienė, Director of the Ukrainian 
Center 

13:45–15:15

15:30–16:00 Networking co�ee

• Gabriel Gorbačevski, Vice-Minister of Energy of the Republic of 
Lithuania
• Sigitas Mitkus, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Lithuania 
• Marius Vaščega, Head of Representation of European 
Commission in Lithuania


