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Dear	Readers,	
	
I	am	proud	to	present	you	with	the	Lithuanian	United	Nations	Youth	Association’s	(LUNYA)	first	
edition	 of	 its	 monthly	 UN	 Review	 Journal.	 As	 UN	 youth	 representatives,	 LUNYA	 members	
believe	 in	the	 importance	of	closely	 following	UN	proceedings	–	educating	other	youth	about	
the	 functions	and	bodies	of	 the	UN,	as	well	as	 the	 importance	of	human	rights.	 In	publishing	
this	journal,	we	also	recognize	that	our	role	as	scholars	and	human	rights	defenders	requires	us	
to	remain	vigilant	and	critical	of	the	supranational	organization.		
	
Our	 first	 edition	 will	 cover	 topics	 on	 the	 newly	 elected	 UN	 Secretary	 General,	 Russia’s	
withdrawal	from	the	ICC,	the	UN’s	visit	to	South	Sudan,	the	recent	nuclear	ban	resolution,	and	
critiques	of	Russia	and	the	United	States’	role	in	the	Syrian	War.	Our	writers	and	contributors	
hail	 from	 all	 over	 the	 world,	 including	 Italy,	 Lithuania,	 Azerbaijan,	 Georgia,	 Latvia,	 Nigeria,	
Tajikistan,	and	the	United	States.	We	believe	the	diversity	of	our	members	engenders	a	diverse	
range	of	opinions	and	analyses	of	key	issues.	
	
LUNYA	 welcomes	 submissions	 from	 students	 all	 over	 the	 world.	 If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	
contributing	a	UN	related	piece	to	our	future	editions,	please	email	us	at	president@lunya.org		
	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Olivia	Wells	
President,	LUNYA	
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THE NEW UN SECRETARY GENERAL 

by Gunshan Isgandarova

António Manuel de Oliveira Guterres is a Portuguese politician and previous prime minister. He was 
born and raised in capital city of Portugal, Lisbon. He graduated from the prestigious  Liceu de Camões 
(secondary school) in 1965, as the top student in the country. He studied physics and electrical engineering 
at Instituto Superior Tecnico in Lisbon. After graduation he started his academic career as an assistant 
professor teaching Systems Theory and Telecommunications Signals.

The political career of Antonio Gueterres started in 1974, when he joined the Socialist Party of Portugal. 
In 1995 the Socialist Party won the parliamentary elections and the president of Portugal at that time, 
Mario Soares, appointed Antonio Guetters to become prime minister. During his time as minister 
Guterres focused on budget spending and inflation issues, as well as increasing rates of participation 
in the labour market (especially among women); improving tax collection and cracking down on tax 
evasion; increasing involvement of the non-profit sectors in providing welfare services; increasing 
investment in education; and more. Moreover, Guterres was a popular prime minister in the first years 
of his government. During this time Portugal enjoyed a solid economic expansion that enabled the 
Socialists to reduce budget deficits while increasing welfare spending and create new programs in order 
to reduce the poverty. 
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After the Portugal’s former colony was destroyed by the Indonesian military in 1999, Guterres campaigned 
for United Nations intervention in East Timor in 1999. Furthermore, he solved the negotiations on the 
transfer of sovereignty over Macau, which had been a Portuguese colony, to China. The Portuguese 
Refugee Council was also created by him in 1991.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a United Nations program 
mandated to protect and support refugees at the request of a government or the UN itself. Guterres’s 
work with the United Nations began in May 2005 when he was elected High Commissioner for Refugees 
by the UN General Assembly. During this period, the UNHCR’s staff  reached 10,000 people, working in 
126 countries. The UNHCR provided protection and assistance to over 60 million refugees, returnees, 
internally displaced peoples, and stateless persons. Guterres enacted some fundamental organizational 
reforms, cutting staff and administrative costs in UNHCR’s Geneva head office. 

Guterres highlighted that Iraqi refugees pose one of the greatest refugee crises in the Middle East since 
1948. During his final years as High Commissioner, he worked chiefly to secure international aid for the 
refugees of the Syrian Civil War –aid efforts that were launched in 2013 brought in 5 billion USD to help 
up to 10.25 million Syrians. Moreover, he become an outspoken advocate for a more coordinated and 
humane approach by European countries to the Mediterranean refugee crisis.  

An effective PR move for the period of Guterres was the appointment of American actress Angelina Jolie 
in 2012 as his Special Envoy to represent the UNHCR and Guterres at the diplomatic level. Together, they 
visited  refugee camps in several different countries including Turkey, Jordan, and Malta. 

In early 2015, the General Assemby voted to extend Guterres’ mandate by 6½ months to the 31st 
of December, on recommendation of the United Nations Secretary Gneral Ban Ki-Moon. Guterres 
submitted his nomination as Portugal’s candidate for the 2016 UN Secretary-General selection last year 
in February.

The official period of Guterres run as Secretary-General will start from January 1st, 2017. Taking into 
account the massive amount of regional conflicts in the world – including the global rise in terrorism, 
the Syrian War, the international refugee crisis, and an ever-growing gulf between Russia and the 
West – the Guterres administration will have a lot on their plates for their upcoming 10 year term.  
Moreover, the UN’s role in Haiti’s cholera outbreak has been criticized, as the issue was denied by the 
UN adminstration. Thus, this is also a pressing matter for the Guterres adminstration to solve as soon 
as possible. 

Guterres on the state of the interantional community: “The international community has to overcome its 
differences and find solutions to the conflicts of today in South Sudan, Syria, Central African Republic, 
and elsewhere. Non-traditional donors need to step up alongside traditional donors. As many people 
are forcibly displaced today as the entire populations of medium-to-large countries such as Colombia or 
Spain, South Africa or South Korea.”

It is our hope that he will build a team of people who will overcome these challenges in the appropriate way.  
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RUSSIA WITHDRAWS FROM THE ICC

By Gvansta Kakauridze

On the 16th of November, 
President of the Russian 
Federation Vladimir Putin 
signed a decree to withdrawal 
from the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). In a statement, the 
President instructed Russia’s 
foreign ministry to inform 
the United Nations Secretary 
General that Russia no longer 
plans to be a state party to the 
Rome Statute.

The decision was made the day after the court released a preliminary report labeling Russia’s 2014 
invasion of the Crimean peninsula as a consequence of armed conflict with Ukraine. According to an 
annual Report on Preliminary Activities, ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda declared: “The information 
available suggests that the situation within the territory of Crimea and Sevastopol amounts to an 
international armed conflict between Ukraine and the Russian Federation.”

Russia is under pressure due to its involvement in the Syrian war where, according to Western 
governments, its air forces have committed war crimes by bombing civilian areas. President of France, 
Francois Hollande, told French reporters, “Russia should face war crimes charges over its bombardment 
of rebel-held eastern Aleppo last month… These are people who today are the victims of war crimes… 
Those that commit these acts will have to face up to their responsibility, including in the ICC.”

However, both Russia and Syria deny killing civilians and violating international law, asserting that 
they are targeting terrorist groups. Furthermore, Russia blocked attempts made by the United Nations 
Security Council to submit the situation in Syria to the ICC.

As for the official reason for their withdrawal, in statements made by Russian officials, the ICC is 
mentioned as a “one-sided and inefficient” body. The Russian Foreign Ministry stated that the ICC had 
“failed to meet the expectations to become a truly independent, authoritative international tribunal” 
and during it’s 14 years of existence it has spent more than a billion dollars while passing barely four 
sentences. Additionally, the Ministry criticized the court over its handling of an investigation of the five 
day war between Russia and Georgia in 2008.

After releasing the decree of withdrawal, various governments and organizations have responded. 
According to a daily press briefing’s follow-up report, spokesperson for the U.S. Department of State, 
John Kirby, said the following:

“We’ve seen the statements coming out of Russia on this – on the decision. I don’t really have much to add 
to it. I mean, our position on the importance of the court remains the same. Obviously, we recognize these 
are decisions that ultimately are sovereign national decisions to make, but that doesn’t – even though 
we’re not a signatory, it doesn’t diminish our belief that the court does provide a viable framework.” 
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As for NGOs, several human rights groups condemned the decision. Amnesty International called it 
“completely cynical” and “a blow to international law.”

However, Russia is not the first country to drop out of the ICC this year. In October, Burundi, Gambia, 
and South Africa took steps to withdraw from full membership of the court. President of the Philippines, 
Rodrigo Duterte, told to journalists that he might follow Russia’s example and leave the ICC “because 
we the small ones are the only ones being beaten up.” Human rights organizations criticized Rodrigo 
Duterte’s anti-drug campaign as it has left over 4,000 suspected addicts and pushers dead in the past 
4 months. According to the reports, this fact alone may be used as the basis for charging Duterte with 
crimes against humanity before the International Criminal Court.

In addition to the aforementioned states, there are a number of countries that have not ratified the 
Rome Statue and remain only signatories of the agreement. When the International Criminal Court was 
established on the 17th of July 1998, the Rome Statute of the ICC was adopted by a vote of 120 to 7 
(China, Iraq, Israel, Libya, Qatar, the United States, and Yemen). As a result of 60 ratifications, the Rome 
Statute entered into force on the 1st of July 2002 and the International Criminal Court was formally 
established. Today there are 139 signatories and 124 parties – the latter number including states that 
have ratified the Rome Statute. Of the 124 parties, 34 are African states, 19 are Asian-Pacific, 18 are 
Eastern European, 28 are Latin American and Caribbean, and 25 are Western European and other. 

The Russian Federation has been a part of the list of countries that have not ratified the statute, with 
prospects of ratifying in the future. However, the same is true for the U.S. In 2002, the government of 
the United States of America informed the Secretary-General of the following:

“This is to inform you, in connection with the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court adopted 
on July 17, 1998, that the United States does not intend to become a party to the treaty. Accordingly, 
the United States has no legal obligations arising from its signature on December 31, 2000. The United 
States requests that its intention not to become a party, as expressed in this letter, be reflected in the 
depositary’s status lists relating to this treaty.”

The ICC exercises jurisdiction in situations where genocide, crimes against humanity, or war crimes were 
committed on or after the 1st of July 2002, the crimes having been committed by a State Party national, 
or in the territory of a State Party, or in a State that has accepted the jurisdiction of the Court; or the 
crimes were referred to the ICC Prosecutor by the United Nations Security Council. Currently, the ICC 
is examining two cases related to the Russian Federation. One is the Preliminary Examination phase: 
“Alleged crimes committed in the context of the “Maidan” protests since the 21st of November 2013 
and other events in Ukraine since the 20th of February 2014” (Ukraine case). The second is the Under 
Investigation phase: “Alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in the context of an 
international armed conflict between the 1st of July and the 10th of October 2008, in and around South 
Ossetia” (Georgia case). 

Overall, Russia’s intention to withdraw from the ICC is not surprising after these two cases and the 
speculation/criticism about the country’s role in the Syrian war. Since its establishment there have been 
critics from different parts of the world questioning the credibility and effectiveness of the ICC. African 
states accuse it of being yet another mechanism for western imperialism in Africa, while the U.S. argues 
that there are “insufficient checks and balances on the authority of the ICC prosecutor and judges.” 
Additionally, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported “the ICC’s prosecutor team takes no account of the 
roles played by the government in the conflict of Uganda, Rwanda, or the Congo.” It is safe to assume 
that the future of this international judicial body will remain disputed.
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By Peter O. Nkwocha

The United Nations Emergency Relief Co-
ordinator Stephen O’Brien finished his 
three-day trip to South Sudan on the 3rd 
of August 2016, where he witnessed first-
hand the painful, severe, and disastrous 
conditions of its people. He released a 
statement to reporters at UN Headquar-
ters in New York: “Let me be clear; people 
in South Sudan are not just fleeing their 
homes because they need food, shelter, 
medical care, or school for their children. 
They are fleeing (because they) fear for 
their lives. We must protect them, and we 

must save their lives.” 

Sudan, a country with Muslim majority in the north and Christian majority in the south, has dealt with 
numerous civil wars, which were only marginally resolved by declaring an autonomous government for 
the people of the south. In 1983, a new president was elected who subsequently declared sharia law 
for the whole country and took away the autonomous agreements given to the southerners, resulting 
in renewed fighting.

After a war, which claimed the lives of more than 1.5 million people and displaced more than 4 million, 
a comprehensive peace agreement was reached in January 2005 (including a guaranteed autonomy of 
6 years followed by a referendum granted to the south). This referendum was held in January 2011, 
which led to the independence of South Sudan from Sudan on July 9th, 2011 – making her the world’s 
newest nation and Africa’s 55th country.

In December 2013 fighting started in South Sudan’s capital of Juba, as President Salva Kiir arrested 
ministers, sacked the cabinet, and accused Vice President Riek Machar of planning a failed coup against 
him. Riek Machar managed to escape, denied the allegations, and accused Salva Kiir of planning to 
quash the opposition. As the fight turned into a civil war, over 2.2 million people were displaced. Ethio-
pia and many international communities made several unsuccessful attempts to engage the two leaders 
in a peace deal.

As the forces of SPLA or the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (Dinka) loyal to the President Salva Kiir and 
forces of the same SPLA (Neur) loyal to the former Vice President Riek Machar continued the war, young 
fighters mobilized into small factions within their different ethnic groups, and more than 1 million of 
South Sudan’s citizens fled to the neighboring countries of Kenya, Uganda, the Central African Repub-
lic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Ethiopia.

In August 2016 the UN stated that about 5.1 million people need humanitarian assistance in South Su-
dan, but only 3.1 million people are currently being reached. The United Nations is currently accommo-
dating hundreds of thousands of internally displaced South Sudanese at their temporary camps all over 
the country; the rate of disease and hunger increasing with the climatic influence of the rainy season.

UNITED NATIONS IN SOUTH SUDAN –  
IS THERE A FUTURE FOR SOUTH SUDAN?
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According to the UN Assistant to the Secretary General, mass atrocities have been committed by both 
sides – including mass killings, disappearances, sexual violence, and the use of child soldiers.

The UN Mission to South Sudan called “UNMISS” stated that in July 2016 alone about 70,000 South 
Sudanese fled to Uganda as refugees. Moreover, about 4.8 million people across the country are facing 
severe food insecurity, with about 250,000 severely malnourished children. To add to the suffering, the 
country is also battling a “cholera outbreak.”

Mr. O’Brien stressed that, “57 aid workers of the UN have been killed in South Sudan since 2013. This 
is unacceptable and unconscionable. I urge the president to take action to end the impunity that has 
prevailed to date.”

On November 3rd 2016, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon removed a Kenyan Commander of the 
peacekeeping mission force to South Sudan, due to the subsequent occurrences of more violence in 
Juba. Following the sack, Kenyan President Kenyatta Uhuru announced the withdrawal of his govern-
ment troops from the UN peacekeeping mission to South Sudan.

In the first week of September 2016, South Sudan’s president finally agreed to allow more than 4,000 
UN peacekeeping forces (in addition to the existing 14,000 UN soldiers) into the country, for the pur-
pose of protecting civilians. The United States proposed on Friday the 18th of November that the United 
Nations Security Council blacklist South Sudan’s opposition figure Riek Machar, army chief Paul Malong, 
and information minister Michael Makuei.

South Sudan – a liberation movement that turned into a political party potentially capable of governing 
after the country’s independence. Once the war was over, however, the common goal of the leaders 
and various groups of the movement disappeared.

On the 14th of October 2016, the new UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres was appointed. The cur-
rent Secretary of the UN Ban Ki-moon describes his successor: “Antonio Guterres is best known where it 
counts most: on the frontlines of armed conflicts and humanitarian sufferings. He brings deep and solid 
political experience.” Can he be expected to bring about necessary change in South Sudan?

Following the deployment of more UN peacekeeping forces in South Sudan and United States’ proposal 
to the UN, will there be another attempt for a peace deal by the UN or any foreign government? With 
assistance and more presence of the UN, what does the future hold for the people of South Sudan?
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By Andrea Vassallo

On the 27th of October, the United Nations member states voted on the opening of negotiations regard-
ing a permanent-ban treaty for nuclear weapons. The debate – started during the international week 
for nuclear-disarmament education promoted by UNODA (United Nations for Disarmament Affairs) – 
could lead to one of the most important decisions taken by the UN in the 71 years about one of the 
most pivotal features of the contemporary international system. Despite the opposition of 8 nuclear 
powers (France, United States, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, India, Pakistan, and Israel), the 
resolution “L-41”, supported by Mexico, Austria, Brazil, Ireland, Nigeria, and South Africa, has been ap-
proved with 123 votes in favor, 38 against, and 16 abstentions, with an unexpected approval by North 
Korea, the 9th nuclear power.

The United States has strongly disapproved of the adoption of such a resolution and has put pressure on 
its allies, since the regional and international security of the world’s major powers rely mostly on their 
nuclear military-assets. This position was declared by the American diplomat Robert Wood during the 
nuclear disarmament conference in Geneva: “The nuclear-ban treaty could compromise our regional se-
curity,” despite the fact that President Barack Obama called for “a moral revision” of nuclear weapons 
during his speech on the May 27th 2016 in memorial of the Hiroshima tragedy.

The controversial resolution, which will represent a historical step since the adoption of the Non-prolif-
eration Treaty on July 1968 by the General Assembly of the United Nations, demonstrates a renewed 
attention to the topic by the global leaders and reflects concern of a new “Cold War” emerging due 
to an alarming deterioration of American-Russian diplomatic relations. The possibility of a nuclear war 
constitutes the main concern that will influence decisions in the General Assembly.

Australia also opposed the adoption of the resolution by voting against the start of negotiations ex-
pected for 2017. According to a statement made by Australian diplomat Ian McConville, “A simple ban 
treaty would not facilitate the reduction in one nuclear weapon. It might even harden the resolve of 
those possessing nuclear weapons not to reduce their arsenals.” Behind the choice of standing against 
the treaty there could be the will of the Australian government not to lose the security deterrent factor 
represented by the nuclear weapons of the United States. This is a concrete assumption due to infor-
mation contained in released government emails, whereby the Australian diplomatic body expresses 

MEMBER STATES TO DECIDE ON THE 
FUTURE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
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concern about the possible success of a ban treaty due to the Austrian-led coalition. Such a coalition 
of 127 states has officially supported the “Humanitarian Pledge” for shortening the gap between the 
restriction of the use of nuclear weapons and their effective removal. This statement represents another 
strict position of the Austrian-led coalition of states on the topic, announced during the conference of 
humanitarian impact of the use of such weapons held in Vienna in December 2014.

We can expect an intense debate until the start of the official conference expected to take place in 
March 2017. Despite the initial success obtained by the resolution, the nuclear powers could still use all 
their influence on their allies to prevent its adoption. However, it seems that the world is finally moving 
towards a new direction regarding the use and the existence of nuclear weapons, as it already has done 
for biological and chemical ones – a direction that could lead to a resizing of the security projects of 
states and to a change in the international system based on nuclear deterrence, where great powers 
such as the United States will have to build new long-term security strategies based on new technol-
ogies. Now we can only wait for further developments in the debate, hoping that the horrors seen in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki will awake the awareness of global leaders and decision makers.
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by Ieva Stepanavičiūtė 

On October 7th 2016, Duma discussed the opportunity to stay indefinitely in Syria by ratifying a treaty 
drafted by Russia itself. Later that day, the Russian parliament voted unanimously that the treaty should 
be ratified. The treaty between Syria and Russia provides Russia with an opportunity to formally keep its 
forces at the Hemeimeem air base in the Syrian coastal province of Latakia.

The number of deaths caused by the Russian-backed Syrian Army numbers in the hundreds. Attacks 
took place in eastern Aleppo, the part of Syria that is controlled by the rebels.

Staffan de Mistura, UN special envoy in Syria, asked the Nusra Front1 fighters to leave Eastern Aleppo in 
order to avoid the complete destruction of this part of the city in exchange for a halt of military actions 
by Russia and the Syrian government. The Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, backed this proposal. 
However, the fighters refused to evacuate and the government sieged approximately 275,000 people.

According to the Russian ambassador to the United Nations, Vitaly Churkin, it was ‘unprecedented’ to 
ask Russia to ceasefire and this action plan would only lead to further stagnation. Later that day Russia 
said that it would veto the French drafted United Nations resolution asking for a ceasefire and air base 
grounding in Aleppo.

Russia proposed its own draft resolution that entailed implementing a ceasefire in Syria by Russian and 
American forces, yet did not include halting aircraft bombardments.

DIVISION WITHIN THE UNSC:  
DIPLOMACY IS FAILING ALEPPO
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What followed was a convening of the 15 Security Council Members, including Russia, on whether to 
finally ceasefire in Aleppo: the French resolution was vetoed by Russia, while China sustained; the Russian 
resolution was supported by China and vetoed by the United States, France, and the United Kingdom.

The UN Security Council Resolution 2254 (2015) that is currently in force calls for a nationwide ceasefire 
in Syria and the formation of a “credible, inclusive and non-sectarian” government within six months 
and UN-supervised “free and fair elections” within 18 months.

On November 21st 2016, Staffan de Mistura called on the American President-elect Donald Trump to 
follow the events in Aleppo very carefully, as the current humanitarian crisis has caused fears that Mr. 
Trump will seek deeper cooperation with Russian forces, and thus a worsening of the situation.

Although the official Russian position is quite mixed, Mistura believes that Russia ultimately supports his 
ideas concerning Aleppo and does not wish for full destruction of the city.

Diplomatic negotiations have been fruitless thus far – the Security Council is divided and critique of 
certain members becomes more and more outspoken within the body itself, making coherent decision 
making complicated. However, if no drastic measures are taken, Mistura surmises that the Syrian city of 
Aleppo will be completely destroyed by Christmas.
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