
 A N T H R O P O L O G I C A L  P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y

Public Seminars with Don Kalb

Lecture and Seminar I
Friday, October 3
11:00–13:00, 15:00–17:00
Donelaičio 52-423 VDU

“The Economy is No-Thing: Simple thoughts on Complex Global Mobilizations”
The lecture will connect a key assumption of anthropological political economy 
with the debate about the ongoing global mobilizations. APE assumes that the 
economy is not a thing standing on its own, separate from society. Polanyi, Marx 
and Mauss all claim that economies are embedded, composed and regulated 
by social relations and practices, subject to cultural agency etc. While the global 
mobilizations around Occupy Wall Street, the Arab Spring, CEE, Southern Europe, 
Turkey, Brazil etc have multiple forms and surface manifestations, embedded as 
they are in different societies and histories, the underlying processes that produce 
these various mobilizations are structured by and embedded in the uneven 
capitalist transformation of world society today.

Lecture and Seminar II
October 4th, 2014
11:00–13:00, 15:00–17:00
Donelaičio 52-423 VDU

 “Ukraine is Nothing Special”

We are accustomed to seeing the Maidan and then the civil war in Ukraine as a 
special event entirely contingent on local idiosyncracies. However, it is not. It is a 
condensation and magnification of trends that we are seeing Europe-wide and 
indeed world-wide: double polarizations, in Jonathan Friedman’s sense, that pare 
growing social divides with increasing cultural divisions. Neo-nationalism is one 
regular outcome. What makes Ukraine special is how these general tendencies 
associated with the restructuring of capital and social relations became 
accelerated and magnified in a small space in just a few months time.

 Complementary readings are available to download here: kalbinkaunas.wordpress.com

Don Kalb is a Dutch social anthropologist, currently teaching at CEU, Budapest. His most 
popular book is Expanding Class: Power and Everyday Politics in Industrial Communities, The 
Netherlands, 1850–1950, and he is also the co-editor of volumes such as Critical  junction: 
anthropology and history beyond the cultural turn; Globalization and development: themes 
and concepts in current research; Ten Years After: Hidden Histories and New 
Mythologies in East-Central Europe. Presently he teaches the courses “Debates on 
Globalization and Development” and “Modernity: Institutions, Power, Agency”.


