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III. RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

1. A better presentation of programme aims and learning outcomes, separating more 

generally objectives and concrete expectations. 

 

2. A more explicit indication of prerequisites for entering a particular course not only by 

referring to required courses that must have been taken or are to be taken – as is being 

done since this year – but also in a more detailed way by referring to specific levels of 

knowledge that must previously have acquired in particular areas. 

 

3. A broader design of the general courses, central to an interdisciplinary approach to 

the teaching of diplomacy and international relations – e.g. by offering a general 

course on diplomatic history and a general introduction to international law, in 

particular to those students who come from programmes where those subjects were 

not or not sufficiently taught. 

 

4. More emphasis to practical courses and the teaching of skills, inter alia by inviting 

more practitioners. 

 

5. Measure to increase “internationalization” by encouraging more professors from 

abroad to teach, making better use of opportunities created by the numerous 

international cooperation agreements and by better supporting the mobility of 

students. The same is valid for more participation in international research projects by 

teachers, but also students. More efforts to interest international students for the 

programme should be undertaken.  

 

6. Introducing a more institutionalized and efficient University support mechanism 

which is vitally necessary to help staff identify funding possibilities and process 

funding applications. 

 

7. Strengthening the teaching of writing skills, in particular in English with a view to 

eventually encourage master theses also be written in other languages than 

Lithuanian. 

 

8. Internships could be divided between BA and MA studies and the dialogue with 

social partner about expectations as a result of internships should be strengthened. 
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9. There are naturally certain similarities between the two Master programmes at VMU, 

the Diplomacy and International Relations and the Contemporary European Politics 

programmes. One could envisage the introduction of the post of programme director 

for each programme who would have the task to coordinate between their respective 

programmes in order to achieve the highest possible level of positive synergies.  

 

IV. SUMMARY 

   
      Considerable efforts have been made to put together an interdisciplinary study program that 

would appeal to students interested in diplomacy and international relations and who might 

eventually want to pursue international careers. Given the limited potential market for graduates 

of such a programme in a relatively small country, the programme management has not been 

overly ambitious as far as the number of students is concerned. While a slight increase in the 

number of students might be helpful, no need for dramatic changes is seen. 

 

      An additional feature which must be taken into account is the fact that VMU is situated not in 

the capital where Ministries, international organizations and foreign Embassies would be located 

but is approximately 100 km away from the capital Vilnius. Although this distance is not 

dramatic, also given the good connection by public transport to the capital, the University must 

make extra efforts to interest social partner who might offer interesting internships to the 

students to participate actively in the program and eventually employ the graduates of the 

programme as well as to attract international personnel to teach and share practical experiences. 

 

     There is room for improvement as far as the international character of the programme is 

concerned and more renowned international professors should be engaged to lecture for extended 

periods of time at the MA programme. Also, the participation of students in mobility 

programmes should be strengthened. To provide the necessary funds, the University should 

make serious attempts to secure such funding by attracting also the support of private persons 

and corporations.     

 

     While it is very positive that the programme is entirely taught in English, every effort must be 

made to ensure that all students, including international students, have the necessary language 

proficiency to follow the courses without difficulties. In this respect, more papers  - and 

eventually also theses  - should be written in English because those graduates who want to go on 

to international careers, including the diplomatic service of their respective countries, will have 
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to have good writing skills also in foreign language. The teaching of other languages should also 

be further encouraged.      

 

     The course design is coherent but in certain areas of basic importance to the type of work 

students will be expected to do after graduation, additional compulsory general courses 

(economics, international law, history) should be foreseen. To the extent that such courses are 

offered in other programmes of VMU, students could be referred to those and the respective 

timetables should be adjusted.  

 

 

V. GENERAL ASSESSMENT  

 

The study programme Diplomacy and International Relations (state code – 621L20004) at 

Vytautas Magnus University is given positive evaluation.  

 

Study programme assessment in points by evaluation areas. 

No. Evaluation Area 
Evaluation Area 

in Points*    

1. Programme aims and  learning outcomes   3 

2. Curriculum design 3 

3. Staff 3 

4. Material resources 3 

5. 
Study process and assessment (student admission, study process  

student support,  achievement assessment)  
3 

6. 
Programme management (programme administration, internal quality 

assurance) 
4 

  Total:  19 

*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortcomings that must be eliminated; 

2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimum requirements, needs improvement; 

3 (good) - the field develops systematically, has distinctive features; 

4 (very good) - the field is exceptionally good. 
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