
COURSE DESCRIPTION (Group C) 

Course 

code 
Course group  

Volume in 

ECTS credits 

Course  valid 

from  
Course  valid to Reg. No. 

POD 5003 C 5 2011 06 01 2013 06 01  

 

  

Course level (study cycle) master 

Semester the course is delivered second 

Study form (face-to-face or distant) face-to-face 

 

Course title in Lithuanian 

Tarptautinių santykių teorijos ir metodologija 

Course title in English 

International relations theories and methodology 

Short course annotation in Lithuanian  

Kurso tikslas yra įsisavinti tarptautinių santykių teorinės refleksijos ypatumus. Studijuojamos klasikinės TS 

paradigmos ir naujausieji požiūriai. Studentai mokomi taikyti teorinius požiūrius, kaip metodologinės 

analizės instrumentus savo tiriamuosiusose darbuose. Studijos pagrįstos interaktyviais metodais: seminarais 

– diskusijomis, ese prezentacija auditorijoje, diskusijomis apie atskirų požiūrių tinkamumą įvairiems TS 

aspektams studijuoti. 

Short course annotation in English  

Objective of the course is to analyse theoretical reflection of IR. The main clasical paradigms and the newest 

approaches to IR phenomenon are studied. Students are learning to apply theoretical approaches as a 

methodological tools of analysis in their reserach works. Teaching is based on interactive methods: seminars-

discussions, essays writing and their presentation, discussions on diferent approaches validation to the  

research works in IR field.  

 

Prerequisites for entering the course 

International relations basic 

Course aim 

To study theoretical reflections of international relations 

Links between study programme outcomes, course outcomes and criteria of learning achievement 

evaluation 

Study programme 

outcomes 
Course outcomes 

Criteria of learning 

achievement evaluation 

     The goal of the graduate 

programme of Diplomacy 

and International Relations 

is to prepare highly 

qualified specialists and 

analysts who will possess 

the skills to analyse and to 

evaluate the evolution of 

international relations, 

including the major changes 

and events in this field and 

the reasons for these 

changes 

 

 

 

To characterize the variety of 

contemporary international relations 

theories, their sources and discourse. 

Students know  the variety of 

contemporary international 

relations theories, their sources 

and discourse.  



 

To analyse works of international 

relations’ scientists from the critical 

perspective. 

Students can analyse analyze 

works of international relations’ 

scientists from the critical 

perspective.  

 
To recognise and critically evaluate new 

rising approaches in IR studies. 

Students are able to recognise 

and critically evaluate new 

rising approaches in IR studies. 

 
To apply the theories as a tool of 

scientific research. 

Students can to apply the 

theories as a tool of scientific 

research. 

Link between course outcomes and content  

Course outcomes Content (topics) 

To characterize the variety 

of contemporary 

international relations 

theories, their sources and 

discourse 

1. International relations object of academical reflection 

2. The formation of international relations discipline 

3. Clasical realism and neorealism 

4. Pliuralism Klasikinių tarptautinių santykių studijų paradigmų sąsajos 

5. Globalism 

6. Connection among clasical theoretical approaches in IR studies. 

To analyse works of 

international relations’ 

scientists from the critical 

perspective 

7. Konstruktyvism and its impact on IR studies 

8. English school in IR 

9. Critical theory in IR 

10. The place of normative theory in IR studies 

To recognise and critically 

evaluate new rising 

approaches in IR studies. 

11. Impact of poststructuralism on IR discipline development 

12. Feminism and green theory in IR Studies 

13. Postcolonialism 

To apply the theories as a 

tool of scientific research. 

14. Methodological debates. 

15. IR studies in the contecst of social sciences 

 

Study (teaching and learning) methods 

Teaching methods: lecturing, expanation, consultations;  Study methods: scientific literature studies, home 

work presentations, discussions. 

Methods of learning achievement assessment  

Discussions, home work presentations, essay evaluation. 

Distribution of workload for students (contact and independent work hours) 

Lectures-discussions – 30 h, scientific literature studies – 50 h. home works and presentations preparation – 

40 h 

Structure of cumulative score and value of its constituent parts 

Midterm exam – 20 percent, home work presentation – 5 percent, active participation in class discussions – 

25 percent, final exam  - 50 percent of total grade. 

Recommended reference materials 

No. 

 

Publication 

year 

Authors of publication 

and title 
Publishing house 

Number of copies in 

University 

library 

Self-study 

rooms 

Other 

libraries   

Basic materials 

1. 1998 

Hollis M., Smith St. 

Tarptautiniai santykiai : 

aiškinimas ir supratimas 

Tyto alba 3 1  

2. 2000 

Dunne T., Kurki M., 

Smith St. International 

relations theories. 

Discipline and diversity 

SAGE  1  



3 2000 

Handbook of 

international relations. 

Ed by. Carlsnaes W., 

Risse T., Simmons B. A 

SAGE  1  

4 2000 
Tarptautinių santykių 

teorija šiandien 
Algarve 3 1  

5 2010 

Viotti P. R. Kiaupi M. 

R. International 

relations theory 

Longman/Pearson  1  

Supplementary materials 

1 2001 

Dougherty J., 

Pfaltzgraff. R. 

Contending theories of 

international relations.   

 

Longman  

2 2006 

Łoś-Nowak. T. Stosunki 

międzynarodowe. 

Teorie-systemy-

uczestnicy 

Wydawnictwo 

universytetu 

Wrocŀawskiego 

 

3 2001 

Linklater A. (Ed.) 

International relations. 

Critical concepts in 

political science. Vol. I-

V.   

Routledge  

Course programme designed by 

Prof. Regina Jasiuleviciene 

 


