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The fall of the iron curtain brought about the change in the situation
of ethnic groups in Poland. According to the official statements of com-
munist authorities, Poland was to be nationally homogenous. However,
in the new democratic circumstances new ethnic groups appeared. They
were not a result of immigration processes but had been indigenous to
Poland’s territory. When communism was gone, they could finally freely
express their national (ethnic) aspirations.

National and ethnic differences became an issue of political and legal
importance to Poland. Thus, one of the first goals of the democratic Polish
authorities was to create minority regulations which would then protect
their rights and specify the range of obligations towards the state. Despite
that need, the law was not implemented. As it appeared later, the situation
changed after the outcome of the national census of 2002.

The present article focuses on two important issues. First, the paper
concentrates on the national structure of the Polish society in the light of
the results of the census of 2002. Another issue that will be addressed here
is the influence that the census had on the legislation concerning minorities.

HisTORICAL BACKGROUND

Throughout the centuries, Poland has been a country of various na-
tionalities and religions. Before the final partition between Russia, Prussia
and Austria in 1795, there existed the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
covering the territory of Poland, Lithuania, Belarus and Eastern Ukraine.
The Poles constituted not more than 45 % of the country’s inhabitants
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(Maryanski 1998, 18). After regaining independence in 1918, Poland re-
mained a multinational country, in which members of national minorities
constituted 34,6% of the Polish society (Eberhardt 1996, 106)'. Despite the
fact that the rights of national minorities were guaranteed to them by the
Polish constitution of 1921 as well as international and bilateral treaties
with neighboring countries (Galicki 2005, 51-52), their protection caused
serious political problems for Polish authorities (Lodzinski 1998, 131).
After the Second World War, due to the decision of the Allies, Po-
land’s borders were shifted westwards, pushing the eastern ethnical
border to the Curzon line and the western one to the Oder-Neisse line.
As a result, the territory of Poland declined by 20 % in comparison
to the year 1939 (Eberhardt 1996, 122-123). For the first time in history
in its new territorial shape, the Polish state became almost a nationally
homogeneous country. It was an unusual example in the history of Europe
due to the fact that in such a short period of time a multinational coun-
try like this became so ethnically unified (Maryanski 1998, 18). Changes
in the ethnic structure also resulted from the extermination and forced
deportations of entire population groups (like Jews and Gypsies) by the
Nazis. Besides, there were migrations of numerous groups of the popula-
tion during the time and after the Second World War. To show the scale of
those processes, it is worth noting that from the western and north-east-
ern parts of the present Poland’s territory (former German area) around
4.5 million Germans eluded before incoming troops of the Soviet Army
in 1944-1945 and another 3.3 million were displaced to Germany in 1945-
1949%. Around 2.3 million Poles were repatriated from the territory of the
USSR in 1945-1958 (over 1.1 million stayed in Ukraine, Belarus and Lith-
uania); 2.3 million Poles came back from the Western Europe where they
were workers in the Nazi work camps, prisoners of the war or fugitives
from the war times. Usually they settled the areas deserted by Germans.
What is more, about 500,000 Ukrainians were deported to the USSR and
over 100,000 Ukrainians who remained in Poland were moved from its
south-eastern part to the north-western areas during the so-called “Vis-
tula Action” in 1947. As a result, according to the first postwar estima-
tion, national minorities accounted for less than 700,000 people (2.8% of
Poland’s population), Germans, Ukrainians and Byelorussians being the
most numerous groups among them. Each of them constituted about 200
000 people (Eberhardt 1996, 56, 124-127, 182, 191; Maryanski 1998, 20-22).
The authorities of the Polish People’s Republic claimed that follow-
ing the shift of the borders and after mass migrations of its population,
Poland had become a nationally unified state, which was considered to
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be a fundamental achievement of communists. They manifested it in re-
lation to the minority problems that Poland was facing in the inter-war
period. However, there was no uniform policy towards remaining minori-
ties although generally it was aimed at assimilation. Thus, representatives
of other than Polish nationalities were perceived in terms of ethnic relics.
Especially Germans and to some extent Silesians suffered discrimination
from authorities and local society. During the following years the minority
policy underwent gradual liberalization and so the minorities could re-
ceive education in their native languages and establish their own cultural
organizations (Lodzinski 1998, 132-133).

The vyear 1989 brought change in the situation of na-
tional minorities in Poland. Thanks to democratic chang-
es, national minorities were given an opportunity to take part
in public life as subjects of local and national policy. They began to de-
mand actively the fulfillment of their postulates by the authorities and to
have their interests defended. However, it was a great surprise to the au-
thorities and the majority of the public opinion, which previously regard-
ed minorities just as ghosts of Poland’s multinational past. Furthermore,
Poland’s aspirations to integrate with the NATO and the European Union
forced the authorities to adjust to the existing European standards in the
field of minority rights. Finally, they had to enter into better relationship
with the neighboring states in order to avoid any possible ethnic conflicts
(Lodzinski 1998, 133-134).

At the beginning of the 1990s, it seemed that the minority issue was
going to be solved as one of the first problems (Jasinski 2004, 15). Polish
authorities wanted to compensate for the years of discriminative minor-
ity policy during the communist times. The main goal was to implement
minority regulations which would then protect their rights and specify the
range of obligations towards the state. In 1989 the government started to
work on a minority act; however, in the following years nothing was done
in this matter. The practice of the following terms of the Polish parliament
(Sejm) showed that there was no “political willingness” to implement such
minority regulations. The situation changed after the outcome of the na-
tional census in 2002.

THE 2002 NATIONAL CENSUS

The national census conducted in May 2002 was the first one covering
nationality issues in the postwar times. The questions about nationality
and language used at home were included on the answer sheet’.




According to this census, the Republic of Poland is inhabited by 38.23
million people. The overall composition is highly homogeneous since the
Poles constitute nearly the total of its population (96.74 %). Minorities,
represented by 109 national/ethnic groups, are relatively small and dis-
persed. In this respect, Poland differs significantly from other countries
of Central and Eastern Europe. Non-Polish nationality is declared by
471,500 (1.23 %) inhabitants. However, researchers failed to define the na-
tional identity of 775,000 (2.03 %) inhabitants. Around 563,500 (1.47 %)
inhabitants of Poland declared using language other than Polish at home,
whereas 51,300 (0.14 %) claimed to use only non-Polish language*.

The 2002 census brought unexpected results (see table 1.); it appeared
that the largest minority community in Poland is Silesians (over 173,000).
11,000 people claimed to be either Kashubs or Lemkos®. It was the first
time that Silesian and Kashub identification of Poland’s inhabitants ap-
peared in the national census (Lemkos/Ruthenians were mentioned as a
part of Ukrainian minority for the first and the last time in the 1931 cen-
sus) (Hotuszko 1995, 20).

Table 1: Population by declared nationality and language used at home
in Poland according to the 2002 census and estimated population in the mid
1990s

Popula- Estimat- P.opula-
. tion by
tion by % of ed popu- Language | declared
Minority declared | Poland’s | lation in guag
. . used lan-
group national- | popula- | the mid at home nage
ity (in tion 1990s J (ing
1000) (in 1000) 1000)
Silesians 173,1 0,45 - Silesian 56,6
Germans 152,9 0,40 300-350 | German 204,6
Belarusian 48,7 0,13 200-300 | Belarusian 40,6
Ukrainians 31,0 0,08 200-300 | Ukrainian 22,7
Roma/ 12,9 0,03 20-25 | Romany 15,8
Gypsies
Russians 6,1 0,02 10-15 Russian 15,3
Lemkos 5,9 0,02 50-60 Lemko 5,6
Lithuanians 5,8 0,02 20-25 Lithuanian 5,8
Kashubs 5,1 0,02 - Kashubian 52,7
Slovaks 2,0 0,01 10-20 Slovak 0,9
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Jews 1,1 0,00 10-15 gie(}’;;:/ 0,2
Armenians 1,1 0,00 5-8 Armenian 0,8
Czechs 0,8 0,00 3 Czech 1,5
Tatars 0,5 0,00 4-5 Tatar 0,0
Karaites 0,05 0,00 0,2 Karaim 0,0
Others 25,35 0,05 - Other 140,4
Total 471,5 1,23 900 Total 563,5

Source: Hotuszko 1995, 9-67; Narodovy 2003; Eberhardt 1996, 131

What is more, the outcome of the census differs significantly from the
earlier estimations. According to the research in the mid 1990s, the popu-
lation of national (ethnic) minorities constituted about 900,000 (2.4%). Es-
timations of minority organizations were even larger, i.e. representatives of
Germans and Lemkos revealed that their communities in 1990s amounted
up to 700,000 and 80,000 people respectively. Therefore, representatives
of minorities presume that the census figures of their groups are
underestimated®.

Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that in this field there are signs of
improvement. In accordance with the 1960 census, the population of Ger-
mans amounted to about 3,000 people. Despite the fact that the figure is
highlyunderstated, the population of Germans was in fact decreasing at that
time. As has already been mentioned, it was a result of mass emigration of
Germans after the Second World War. From about 8.9 million people who
in 1939 lived in the territories later incorporated to Poland only about
800,000 (those who could prove their, at least partial, Polish origins) left.
Later, during the liberalization times after 1956, a significant part of Ger-
mans and those of not fully defined national identity moved to Western
Germany (Eberhardt 1996, 131; Maryanski 1998, 22). At the same time,
the minority policy of Polish authorities was aimed at polonization of the
inhabitants of the former German territories (Opole province, Silesia,
Varmia-Masuria), who claimed to be ,,not German, not Polish but Silesian
or Masurian”. In such circumstances many people had to restrain them-
selves from confessing their non-Polish identity in order to avoid repres-
sions from the authorities or neighborhood. However, such a repressive
policy strengthened the ethnic identification of Silesians or Masurians
even if it had to be hidden. As a result, after 1989, when expression of real
feelings was finally possible, a significant part of remaining native inhab-
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itants of Silesia and Opole province declared to be Germans (Hotuszko
1995, 28-29; Eberhardt 1996, 128-130; Maryanski 1998, 22). The origins
of such a “change” of national identity from Polish to German are very
complex. On the one hand, it derives from having a feeling of relation with
German culture and at the same time the feeling of cultural and historical
“otherness” in comparison with the Polish population. On the other hand,
the memory of mass displacements, atrocities from the Soviet army and
discriminative policy of the communist authorities is still alive (Eberhardt
1996, 130; Maryanski 1998, 23).

Another interesting issue connected with the results of the census is a
discrepancy between declared nationality and language used in every-day
life. Significantlymore peopledeclareusing the Kashubianlanguage (52,700)
than being Kashubs (5 100). The same is with Germans; the German lan-
guage is used by 204,600 people (the most often used minority language in
Poland), whereasmembersof Germannationality constitute 152,900 people.
The knowledge of the ethnic situation in Silesia leads us to assume
that some members of the German national minority who have inhab-
ited the Silesia region for numerous generations might define their na-
tionality as Silesian. On the contrary, around 173,100 people claim
to be Silesians, whereas only around 56,600 people use the Silesian lan-
guage at home. Moreover, there are more people who consider themselves
as Byelorussian or Ukrainians than people who use the languages of these
nations. However, it should not be surprising as the increasing assimila-
tion of indigenous ethnic groups (i.e. Byelorussians and Ukrainians) into
the Polish identity may be due to the similarity of their languages. There-
fore, the number of people who use a minority language in every-day life
is different from the number of particular groups (Moskal).

CONTROVERSIES CONCERNING MINORITY LEGISLATION

As has already been mentioned, in accordance with the 2002 census,
the largest minority group in Poland is that of Silesians. Two more rela-
tively numerous communities are Lemkos and Kashubs. The unexpected
emergence of such a large number of inhabitants who had declared to be
non-Polish strongly influenced the process of establishing the legislation
on minority rights (Jasinski 2004, 15-16; Lodzinski 2005, 115).

It must be mentioned that at the time of conducting the census Po-
land’s domestic law did not consider those communities as national (eth-
nic) minorities. Nevertheless, they were counted as such since, in the light
of the Polish law, national (ethnic) self-definition is a matter of individual
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decision of every citizen. Furthermore, contrary to other states of the re-
gion and of the European Union, Polish legal system has not passed either
complete bills concerning minority issues or even the precise definition
or list of recognized ,national (ethnic) minorities” so far’. Some partial
regulations concerning those issues were just included both in the Con-
stitution of the Republic of Poland (1997)® and in numerous international
conventions and bilateral treaties with all neighbouring countries’.

However, the need to implement complete legislation in this area was
not only due to the process of meeting the European standards of minor-
ity rights as there is no international obligation to implement legislation
on minority rights into the domestic law system (Lodzinski 2005, 120).
Besides, Polish authorities are not discriminating minority groups'. Such
legislation was necessary to specify the legal definitions of “national mi-
nority” and “ethnic minority” and the distinction between those terms in
order to define minorities’ rights and obligations towards the state. Fur-
thermore, such a division has an important implication as, according to
the Polish constitution and the election laws, the protection of minority
language rights'' and favorable general election procedures are just a part
of national (not ethnic) minorities privileges (Lodziniski 2005, 113, 120-123).

Representatives of national and ethnic minorities also demanded
complete, clear and more precise legislation in the field of minority rights
not due to discriminative policy of the state, but due to the fact that such
legislation would simplify their contact with the public administration
(ibid., 117, 121).

Moreover, defining and creating more restrictive con-
ditions to recognize particular communities as  ‘nation-
al (ethnic) minorities” was especially important as the freedom
of national self-definition could cause serious consequences to the func-
tioning of the state. Legal significance of the lack of definition of those
terms appeared when in the mid 1990s representatives of Silesians,
Kashubs and Lemkos started to demand legal recognition of their national
aspirations (Lodzinski 1998, 135; Lodzinski, 2005, 122, 133).

However, the opponents of the new minority regulations claimed that
there was no need to create new regulations as the existing ones could
guarantee full protection. They underlined that new regulations would not
make the minorities equal with the rest of the society but rather privilege
them. As a result, it could have led to some tensions with the majority,
especially on the local level (ibid., 117-118).
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THe NATIONAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES AND REGIONAL LANGUAGE
AcCT AND THE STATUS OF SILESIANS, KAsHUBS AND LEMKOS

The Polish parliament started to work on the minority act just after
1989. Finally, after years of discussion and controversies among the MPs
and scholars, The National and Ethnic Minorities and Regional Language
Act was adopted on the 6th of January, 2005. Although, according to the
statement of the first democratic government in 1989, the situation of mi-
norities was one of the first to be solved, finally the minority legal regula-
tions appeared to be those on which Polish authorities were working lon-
ger than on any other regulations (Jasinski 2004, 15-16; Lodzinski 2005,
112-121).

To specify the content of the cited article 35 of the Pol-
ish Constitution, article 2 of the Act established the divi-
sion between the “national” and “ethnic minority” According
to it, in certain conditions, the term “national minority” refers to the
groups of citizens who identify themselves with the nations possessing
own states. The term “ethnic minority”, meanwhile, refers to the groups
which are not organized in such a way'?. Such a division reflects legal stan-
dards of other European states in this respect. Following these conditions,
the only national minorities which are legally recognized in Poland are
Byelorussian, Czech, Lithuanian, German, Armenian, Russian, Slovak,
Ukrainian and Jewish. The status of ethnic minorities is attributed to the
communities of Karaites, Lemkos, Roma and Tatars (ibid).

According to the European standards, Polish authorities used its pre-
rogatives to decide which group residing on its territory should be quali-
fied as a national/ethnic minority even if it is in opposition to the self-defi-
nition principle. Such a principle is not obligatory for domestic legislature
and can be treated just as a suggestion. Therefore, despite the fact that the
communities of Silesians, Kashubs and Lemkos were accounted for in the
2002 census as minorities, in the light of the Act only the last group was
recognized as an ethnic minority.

The problem of recognizing the Lemkos’ minority aspirations ap-
peared for the first time at the beginning of the 1990s when the Lemkos’
organizations began to underline their own integrity. The community is
divided, however, into two fractions. The first one demands to be recog-
nized as a separate ethnic group, and the second one considers themselves
to be an ethnographic group within the Ukrainian nation. Moreover,
Polish and especially Ukrainian scholars continuously disagree whether
Lemkos can be treated as a separate ethnic subject (Filipiak 2004, 103-
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104). Nevertheless, Polish authorities officially qualified them as an ethnic
minority justifying it by the right of every citizen to national (ethnic) self-
definition (Lodzinski 2005, 123-125). It means that they denied Lemkos
as a part of the Ukrainian nation, which in due time can lead to some
tensions with Ukrainians.

Contrary to Lemkos, neither Silesians nor Kashubs did achieve their
aims. Silesians, next to German minority, were the first ones to fight for
their minority status. In 1989 numerous groups of inhabitants of Silesia
and the Opole province demanded being recognized as a national minor-
ity. The issue became widely known, which was even more surprising be-
cause of the Polish public opinion, the controversies over the registration
of the “Society of Persons Belonging to Silesian Nationality” in 1997 and
further demands of Silesian representatives to recognize them as a sepa-
rate nation. The National Court in Poland and then the European Court of
Human Rights refused to accept Silesians’ demands (Hotuszko 1995, 126;
Yodzinski 2005, 122, 126). In the 1990s the case of “Silesianess” caused
the strongest public discussion among scholars, publicists and journalists
about the idea of “nation” and “Polishness” However, even in Silesia the
idea was criticized by various cultural associations, political parties and
the Catholic Church. They claimed that although Silesians possessed a dif-
ferent cultural heritage, it is too early to distinguish a separate Silesian
nation since Silesians had not created any “high culture” or intelligentsia,
and their language had not been codified. Apart from that, this might also
be dangerous to the stability of the Polish state. In the opinion of the rep-
resentatives of the German minority in Silesia, for whom a strong Silesian
movement would have weakened their own organizations, autonomist
Silesians may have fought for some political privileges which minorities
are entitled to (such as the abolishment of 5% voting barrier for parties
entering the parliament) rather than the real interests of Silesians (Ibid,
128). Other opponents of idea of the Silesian nation saw in it a “compensa-
tion” after the years of discriminative policy of the Polish communist state.
Nevertheless, it seemed that after the 2002 census Silesians, as the most
numerous group of inhabitants of Poland who manifested being non-Pol-
ish, must have been recognized. But in the light of the minority Act it was
not. It seems that Polish authorities were afraid of accepting Silesians as a
nation officially because it could have lead to more demands of other eth-
nically distinctive communities, such as Masurians, Gorale (Tatra moun-
taineers), etc. what From a wider perspective, this could cause a serious
destabilization of the state, which was built on the idea of the one-nation
society. However, poor economic situation in Silesia and growing aware-
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ness of their own distinctiveness may strengthen autonomous tendencies
among its inhabitants.

Kashubs were not recognized as an ethnic minority either, but instead
they were identified as a “regional ethnic group” Most of them identify
themselves with the Polish nation. Thus, their ethnic awareness is not as
developed as that of Silesians or even Lembkos, and they mainly aim at
protecting their language (Sobkowski 2004, 77-90). Due to this fact, the
protection of their distinctiveness is guaranteed by several language privi-
leges; the Kashubian language was recognized as the only “regional lan-
guage” in the light of the minority act in 2005. Generally, it is reflected in
the state support for the teaching of this language at schools in the Kashu-
bian region (ibid, 87-90).

What is also interesting is that the act is not aimed at “new minorities’,
i.e. immigrants. They are not recognized as “national/ethnic minorities”
because they are still not so numerous (although they might be more nu-
merous than “official” minorities)'®* and do not fulfill the condition con-
nected with the long-lasting inhabiting of the Polish territory'. Besides,
none of the existing groups demand to confirm their minority aspirations
(Lodzinski, 2005, 124). However, it is worth mentioning that in due time
the lack of protection towards some immigrant minorities may lead to
tensions.

What is more, the quoted Act confirmed the existing rights of the Pol-
ish legal system towards minority groups and, on the other hand, imple-
mented new ones, such as regulations dealing with the use of the minority
language as a subsidiary language in relations with the public authorities,
bilingual topographic names in the areas compactly settled by a minority
group and the possibility to use names (surnames) transcribed into one’s
native language in official documents. Those regulations were the last ones
that were guaranteed by the Polish law. Moreover, the definition of “re-
gional language” was introduced (the only recognized regional language
is Kashubian).

After confirming those rights, it can be said that Polish legal system
in its specific regulations guarantees protection of the rights of people be-
longing to national minorities. Legislation towards national minorities is

tully consistent with the European standards (ibid, 115).




SUMMARY

Implementation of The National and Ethnic Minorities and Regional
Language Act has stirred up many controversies. However, it seems that
the Act is a compromise between the position of minorities and the ma-
jority. It confirmed the position of the “old” minorities and created a sys-
tem protecting their rights. However, there are groups (e.g. Silesians or
Kashubs) who aspired to achieve the minority status but they were not
recognized as such. Their demands where based on the outcome of the
2002 national census in which both communities proved to be among the
most numerous ones. They tried to use the absence of a precise definition
of a national/ethnic minority. Since the Act was put into practice in 2005,
they lost their hopes.

Nevertheless, the issue of Silesians and Kashubs proved that the phe-
nomenon of ethnic identity is still alive. On the other hand, it was a sign
of new times; the Polish country is no longer nationally homogenous.
Awareness of this problem is especially important when the Polish society
faces such new challenges as mass immigration.
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(Endnotes)

! According to the census of 1931, Ukrainians constituted 15,7 %, Jews con-
stituted 9,5 %, Byelorussians made up 6,1 %, Germans made up 2,3 % and other
minorities constituted 1,0 % of Poland’s population (Eberhardt 1996, 106).

? In German historiography these migrations, which were caused by fear of
the incoming atrocities of Soviet soldiers, are legitimately defined as “the banish-
ment” - Vertreibung (Maryanski 1998, 17).

’ During the inter-war period, data on the citizens’ nationality and religion
were collected in two national censuses in 1921 and 1931. In the census of 1931
nationality was deduced on the basis of native language and denomination. In the
first postwar census in 1946 the question of nationality appeared, but it was con-
ducted at the time of mass delocations and migrations on the territory of Poland;
therefore, the obtained data are not fully reliable. Later, in the censues of 1950,
1960, 1970, 1978 and 1988, there were no questions concerning nationality, native
language or denomination as the communist authorities tended to diminish the
problem of minorities. Such an approach legitimized their official statement of the
nationally homogenous Polish People’s Republic (Eberhardt 1996, 126-127).

494,3 % (444 590) of the members of national minorities have Polish citizen-
ship (it has to be noted here that 98,17 % of the population of Poland are Polish
citizens). Although according to the Polish law only Polish citizens can be rec-
ognized as members of national and ethnic minorities and as a result they are
the subject of minority protection, the number of non-citizens among the largest
minorities is relatively low (it refers mainly to newly incoming persons). Thus,
the numbers mentioned in this article refer to the total population of minorities.
(Narodowy... 2003, 279-280).

> Lemkos were known before the Second World War as Ruthenians (Filipiak
2004, 103-111).

¢ It might result from two main factors. On the one hand, this may come from




methodological faults in the process of collecting and analyzing data of the census
since the group of people with non-defined nationality is almost twice more nu-
merous (775 000) than the group of declared non-Poles (471 500). On the other
hand, the underestimated figure of minorities might be due to the fact that mem-
bers of minority groups which were excluded and suffered discrimination from
authorities and local society in the communist times still prefer not to state their
real national/ethnic identity (Wysocki 2005, 55; Moskal)

7 However, even in international law there has not been created any univer-
sally binding legal definition of the term “national minority” yet (Lodzinski 1998,
134-135, 139-141; Lodzinski 2005, 118, 121).

8 In this respect the most important provision is article 35 of the Constitution

which provides that

1. The Republic of Poland shall ensure Polish citizens belonging to national
or ethnic minorities the freedom to maintain and develop their own language, to
maintain customs and traditions, and to develop their own culture.

2. National and ethnic minorities shall have the right to establish educational
and cultural institutions, institutions designed to protect religious identity, as well
as to participate in the resolution of matters connected with their cultural iden-
tity”

According to it, there is no clear division between the terms “national” and
“ethnic minority” (The Constitution... 1997)

® Among the instruments of international law dealing with protection of hu-
man rights and rights of minorities Poland is party to, the most important seems
to be The Framework Convention of the Council of Europe for the Protection of Na-
tional Minorities. Implementation of this Convention was a condition of the EU
towards candidates.

10 It seems that minorities are an equal part of the Polish society and their
rights to preserve their own national and cultural identity as well as their social
and political aspirations are respected (Hotuszko 1995, 126-153). For instance, in
Report to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe on the Realisation by the
Republic of Poland of the Provisions of the Framework Convention of the Council of
Europe for the Protection of National Minorities the positive opinion on the Pol-
ish state policy towards national minorities is stated. The only issue which should
cause concern is the xenophobic attitudes and intolerance on part of the Poles
towards “others”

" Article 27 of the Constitution says: “In the Republic of Poland the official
language is Polish. This provision does not infringe upon national minority rights

resulting from ratified international agreements” In the light of this article, the
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protection of the minorities’ language rights is reserved only to national minorities

(The Constitution).
12 Article 2 of The National and Ethnic Minorities and Regional Language Act:

1) National minority, in accordance to the Act, is a group of the Polish citizens
who fulfill all the following conditions:

1. is less numerous than the rest part of the population of the Republic of
Poland,

2. its language, culture and traditions significantly differ from the other citi-
zens,

3. aspires to preserve its own language, culture and traditions,

4. has consciousness of its own historic national community and is aimed to
express and preserve it,

5. its ancestry were inhabiting the present territory of the Republic of Poland
for at least 100 years,

6. identifies with the nation arranged into its own state.

3) Ethnic minority, in accordance to the Act, is a group of the Polish citizens
who fulfill all the following conditions:

L. is less numerous than the rest part of the population of the Republic of
Poland,

2. its language, culture and tradition significantly differ from the other citi-
zens,

3. aspires to preserve its own language, culture and tradition,

4. has consciousness of its own historic national community and is aimed to
express and preserve it,

5. its ancestry were inhabiting the present territory of the Republic of Poland
for at least 100 years,

6. does not identify with the nation arranged into its own state”

(The website of the Sejm of the Republic of Poland: http://www.sejm.gov.pl/
prawo/ust.htm)

1 In the light of the census of 2002, the largest group of immigrants are Viet-
namese people, who amount to about 1800, although it is estimated that they can
even constitute 30 000 (2003).

" According to article 2 of The National and Ethnic Minorities and Regional
Language Act, ancestry of the recognized national (ethnic) minority had to live on

the present territory of the Republic of Poland for at least 100 years.
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