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Abstract: Soil compaction (SC) is one of the most damaging degradation processes. The effects of
compaction are closely related to crop losses and GHG emissions due to additional fuel use. It is
therefore important not only to correctly monitor the condition of the soil and the restoration of
damaged soil but also to understand the costs of excessive exploitation of soil and individual risks in
different countries and continents. A model of equations has been developed to assess the effects
of compaction that can be used on a national or even single farm scale. However, for its further
application, more data should be collected. Based on the data available in the public domain, the
damage caused by compaction was compared between Ukrainian (UA) and Lithuanian (LT) scenarios
as these countries have a similar situation but different levels of soil resource management. Soil
characteristics, such as soil types and predisposition to compaction, depending on its type, were
assessed in both countries. The main parameters used to estimate the damage due to SC were: yield
loss; additional fuel consumption; losses of N, P, K fertilizers, water pollution, and flooding; erosion;
and GHG emissions. The results reveal potential annual losses due to compaction of around EUR
27 million for Lithuania and around EUR 1.6 billion for Ukraine. Expected potential average losses
per hectare of arable land are about EUR 49 ha−1 y−1 for Ukraine (33.9 million ha or 56.76% of the
total area) and about EUR 13 ha−1 y−1 for Lithuania (2.11 million ha or 33.77%). Potential crop losses
are one of the costliest consequences of compaction. They could cost about EUR 1 billion annually
for Ukraine and about EUR 10.7 million for Lithuania. Moreover, the additional use of fuel and the
associated GHG emissions can probably take away EUR 180 million (UA) and about EUR 4 million
(LT) each year.

Keywords: soil compaction; compaction costs; erosion costs; damage to environment; yield loss

1. Introduction
1.1. Awareness of the Damage from Soil Compaction

According to Pravalie et al. [1], there are 1,497,907.8 km2 of agricultural soil in Europe.
This represents 20% of the total European area and 13.8% of the total agricultural area
(14,234,399.4 km2). Given that 99% of food is produced on land and only 1% in aquatic
systems [2], together with an increase in the world’s population to 9 billion (or even more)
by 2050 (the UN), it can be concluded that soil safety is the key to food security. It is
therefore necessary to increase the global land capability, and for this, the decrease in
soil quality should be controlled. In addition, the formation of fertile soil is a very long
process, based on various estimates, taking several thousand years. Specific conditions
are needed for soil formation as well [3]. This leads to the conclusion that soil is not a
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renewable resource, and it is strategically just and economically profitable to maintain
soil productivity. For example, Sartori et al. [4] reported that 24% (3.4 million km2) of soil
worldwide suffers from severe erosion since severe erosion is considered when soil losses
are more than 11 t ha−1 y−1. Thus, the losses of soil in heavily eroded lands around the
world are 3.74 million t y−1. Crop productivity and production losses in England and
Wales are GBP 161.67 million per year [5]. Given that the area of soil at risk of compaction
is 3,858,670 ha, the direct costs of crop losses per hectare would be GBP 41.89 and the total
annual damage per hectare would be GBP 121.9599 (EUR 142.4). This is just an aspect,
albeit quite significant, of the economic losses due to compaction. Very high losses are also
associated with additional fuel consumption, additional fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides,
insecticides, fungicides, and so on. Compaction may reduce the ability of the soil to
filter out various substances that result from the decomposition of pesticides and other
chemicals applied, and the microbial decomposition of pesticides may also be reduced [6].
Leaching of pesticides into ground water was established as a serious menace to water
quality in some areas already in the last century [7]. Cultivation of already compacted soil
requires more energy [8–11], and restoring compacted soil is very difficult [12]. In addition,
compacted soil has several negative effects on the environment [6]:

• Additional greenhouse gas emissions due to a longer time of soil cultivation and other
technological operations (CO2, NH3, CH4, NOx);

• Possibility for pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, and fertilizers getting
into ground and surface waters;

• Increased likelihood of erosion and various types of soil degradation, sometimes even
landscape destruction.

When considering the damage from compaction, attention should be paid to the soil
cultivation system, particularly, growing peculiarities of different crops. The novelty of this
study lies in the developed model in the form of an equation for calculating the potential
damage due to compaction. There is only very poor information on the potential costs
of damage due to soil compaction, especially for Ukraine, although, for example, FAO
speaks about very significant potential losses due to soil degradation. Moreover, soil is,
without exaggeration, a strategic resource, and taking into account the UN forecasts that
the population of the Earth will be about 9.5 billion people by 2050, soil preservation and
restoration of degraded soil are a guarantee of human food security.

1.2. Potential Costs of Damage from Soil Compaction

Despite the importance of this topic, since compaction can lead to significant economic
costs [5], there are only a few studies on the potential costs due to soil compaction damage.
This may be due to the fact that some of the damage is difficult to quantify [13,14]. It is
estimated that up to 45% of agricultural soil is subject to compaction [14,15]. According
to [5], a very high proportion of the cost of compaction damage is indirect. For example,
soil compaction can increase the frequency and severity of floods [13], cause erosion [16],
or increase greenhouse gas emissions [17]. Figure 1 shows the main causes and effects of
soil compaction. Some possible methods of soil restoration are also presented. Among
the most significant causes of soil compaction are an increase in the weight of agricultural
machines [18], high inflationary pressures [19–21], and uncontrolled traffic of agricultural
machinery [22,23]. The use of rubber tracks or tandem wheels can reduce the risks of
compaction [19]. In addition, almost any agricultural wheeled equipment can be retrofitted
to rubber tracks [24] or retrofitted with additional wheels, not to mention the fact that all
major manufacturers today already provide out-of-the-box samples of such equipment.
However, with regard to four and six wheels on the axle, it is necessary to assess the cost-
effectiveness of such technique for a particular farm, as the dimensions of the equipment
increase significantly and the technical characteristics, in particular the turning angle,
change. Moving on public roads can cause many difficulties. In addition, according
to [25,26], a tillage system is very important and may pose higher risks of soil compaction,
but minimal tillage can be a good addition to the restoration of compacted soil. In addition,
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velocity of agricultural machinery and its repeated passes in the same places in the fields
have a significant effect on compaction [27], and even the tire tread pattern can be a
significant component of compaction [28]. As reported in [29], strengthening the plant
root system will not only reduce direct crop losses but will also be a key factor in restoring
compacted soil. Deep soil loosening has a positive economic effect as well [30], but,
at the same time, loosening requires significant initial costs. It is also very important
to keep organic matter in the soil. Organic matter is, mostly, organic carbon, which
plays an important role in retaining moisture in the soil, ensuring erosion resistance, soil
fertility, and biodiversity. Four out of a thousand initiatives report that even small changes
in carbon count can have far-reaching consequences for GHG balance and agricultural
productivity [31].
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Figure 1. Causes and effects of soil compaction.

Soil erosion is one of the most common forms of soil degradation. Erosion not only
results in the losses of soil with fertilizers and makes the soil less fertile but also increases
GHG emissions [32]. According to the data of [33], erosion has affected 17% of Ukraine’s
arable soil. Annual soil losses due to erosion can vary from 2.7 t ha−1 y−1 to 7.7 t ha−1 y−1

in some regions of Ukraine [34]. The situation is underestimated as large agricultural
corporations do not always use the soil properly. In agricultural areas, nutrients and
N, P, K are lost along with the soil, which has a detrimental effect on soil productivity,
especially the yield. Since soil prices are difficult to determine accurately, estimates of
erosion damage vary.

According to the data provided by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) [35], today agriculture is responsible for at least 14% of global
greenhouse gas emissions. Global agricultural activity is increasing emissions faster than
transport and is approaching industry figures. It should also be borne in mind that a large
share of agricultural products is transported by trucks, planes, and trains, delaying its
impact on agriculture. In the case of soil compaction, additional treatment, both seasonal
and renewable, is required, increasing the number of machineries in the fields as well
as the operating time of the internal combustion engines, which in turn leads to higher
GHG emissions. According to the OECD, in 2018, agricultural GHG emissions in Lithuania
amounted to 4280.66 thousand tonnes of CO2eq, in the UK, 41,821.19 thousand tonnes of
CO2eq, in Sweden, 6885.93 thousand tonnes of CO2eq, and in Ukraine, 98 million tonnes
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of CO2eq, which is 29% of all GHG emissions in Ukraine (M. Shlapak from the TNA
project during the V International Congress “Organic Ukraine 2021”). A big share of these
emissions is related to soil degradation, including compaction. Losses of fertilizers entail an
increase in their artificial application, which increases GHG emissions. Moreover, partially
lost fertilizers can become autonomous GHG agents.

1.3. Potential SC Damage to the Environment

The environmental damage caused by the soil compaction can be conveniently evalu-
ated as a sum of the damage caused to the individual environmental components involved:

• Damage to the atmosphere (additional GHG emissions and their additional formation
related to the losses of fertilizers);

• Damage to the hydrosphere (pollution of surface and ground waters, entry of sub-
stances from fertilizers, pesticides, and other agrochemicals; increased risk of floods,
etc.);

• Damage to the pedosphere (erosion, physical, chemical, and biological soil degrada-
tion, soil sealing, landscape destruction);

• Damage to the biosphere (losses of biodiversity).

This study aimed to assess the consequences of soil compaction, in particular potential
damage to the environment (including the biosphere, pedosphere, hydrosphere, and
atmosphere), lack of harvest, and wasteful use of soil resources, and tried to estimate the
costs of such damage as accurately as possible. The objective of this study was to provide a
model for a quantitative approach to economic and environmental costs associated with
soil compaction. For this, an algorithm was developed that, taking pre-existing models
as a reference, incorporates agronomic, economic, and environmental parameters. The
presented model provides an objective basis for a correct assessment of the environmental
risks of soil compaction, based on the fact that such risks are generally underestimated.

2. Materials and Methods

Assessing the damage due to soil compaction is not a simple task. It may be less
difficult to calculate the yield losses (comparing the field with the same or close soil type
and climate conditions, tillage system, crop rotation, etc., with and without compaction),
additional fuel consumption, and fertilization. However, assessing the consequences of
compaction, such as water and air pollution, as well as biodiversity loss and chemical and
physical pollution of the soil, is a much more difficult task. Following the articles by [5]
and [19], which are extremely rare examples of economic and environmental assessment
of damage due to compaction, an analysis of existing data was carried out to assess the
potential environmental damage and economic losses due to soil compaction in Ukraine
and Lithuania. These are both agricultural countries with a high crop production index [36].
The climate of these countries is very similar as both are located mostly in the temperate
climatic zone. However, Lithuania is characterized by more developed agriculture and an
upward trend in agriculture-related research, and Ukraine is lagging behind in this regard.
That is why it is interesting to evaluate the results of compaction for these countries as one
of the most widespread and destructive impacts on the soil.

According to the World Bank [37], Ukraine has 32,888,000 ha of agricultural area
and Lithuania 2,115,000 ha (56.76% and 33.77% of the country’s total land area, respec-
tively). The main soil types in Ukraine are Chernozems, Phaeozems, and Albeluvisols [38]
and in Lithuania, Albeluvisols, Luvisols, Cambisols, Arenosols, Podzols, Gleysols, and
Histosols [39].

It is first worth assessing the natural susceptibility of the soil to compaction. It is
clear that with other conditions, such as temperature, humidity, processing conditions
(weight, speed, wheel or track, tire pressure, other machine parameters), traffic intensity
of agricultural machinery, and tillage system remaining the same, soil type will be the
decisive factor. Consequently, the risk of compaction and the economic damage from it
will be higher. It is easy to assess the susceptibility of soil to compaction using the map
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“The natural susceptibility of soil to compaction”, created by [40] for European soil to
show the background of soil susceptibility in terms of soil type and texture. Following this
map, most European soil has initially low or moderate preconditions for compaction. The
relatively insignificant part has very high preconditions for compaction. Ukrainian soil,
according to a local source [41], has high or very high preconditions for compaction.

According to [14], in Sweden, 35% (or 140–280 thousand hectares) of arable land is
affected by light, moderate, and severe compaction or is located in the areas particularly
prone to compaction. In the United Kingdom, according to [5], the area of such soil is
3.86 million hectares, in Ukraine, 23.05 million hectares, and in Lithuania, 222 thousand
hectares [42].

If the other conditions are not very different from the UK conditions, additional fuel
consumption in compacted soil can be observed (Table 1). Probably the most significant eco-
nomic losses due to soil compaction are caused by a qualitative and quantitative decrease
in yields. According to the report by [43], quantitative yield losses due to compaction can
reach 15% and even more, and qualitative losses are very difficult to assess. Some studies
have reported yield losses of 2.5–27% [18].

Table 1. Short characteristics of countries.

Country Ukraine (UA) Lithuania (LT)

Total area (2018), km2 (ha)
603,550

(60,355,000) *
65,290

(6,529,000) *

Arable land (2018), ha (% of land area) 32,888,000
(56.76%) *

2,115,000
(33.77%) *

Main soil types
Chernozems,
Phaeozems,

Albeluvisols [38]

Albeluvisols,
Luvisols, Cambisols, Arenosols,

Podzols [39]

Susceptibility of soil to compaction High, very high [40] Medium [40]

Total area at risk of compaction, million ha
(% of country area)

23.05
(38.2%) [42]

0.222
(3.4%) [42]

Tractors per 100 km2 of arable land (2009) 102.69 * 631.64 *

Additional fuel consumption, million L y−1 250–280 (extp from [5]) 2.4–2.7 (extp from [5])

Quantitative yield loss 2.5−27% [17]

Qualitative yield loss Difficult to estimate

N fertilizer loss, t y−1

P fertilizer loss, t y−1

K fertilizer loss, t y−1

221,208.34 (extp from [5])
56.30 (extp from [5])

10,456.1 (extp from [5])

2130.5 (extp from [5])
56.30 (extp from [5])
100.7 (extp from [5])

Erosion (a/c areas and natural grassland),
t ha−1 y−1 2.7–7.7 [34] <1 [44]

Agricultural GHG (2018), Mt CO2eq 30.19 [45] 4.92 [45]

*—World Bank’s open data; extp—extrapolated.

A very interesting indicator is the number of tractors per 100 km2. It allows estimating
the minimum greenhouse gas emissions from internal combustion engines. However, un-
fortunately, the last accurate indicators of this characteristic date back to 2009, for example,
591.51 units for Sweden, 102.69 units for Ukraine, and 631.64 units for Lithuania [37].

Annual revenue losses due to soil compaction are proposed to be calculated using
Equation (1). This equation was adapted from [5,46]:

L = k1k2ScstN

(
n

∑
o=1

c·p1+e·p2

)
+ ∑ Yy+Epekekec+WpwpKwp+FpflKfl+FwapwaKwa+Add (1)
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where L—all losses due to compaction, EUR; k1—coefficient of predisposition to com-
paction; k2—coefficient of the tillage system; Scs—soil area as a subject of compaction, ha;
t—total agricultural machinery working time, h; N—agricultural machinery productivity,
ha h−1; o—number of agricultural operations (sowing, fertilizing, harvesting, etc.); c—fuel
consumption, L ha−1; p1—fuel price, EUR L−1; e—GHG emission, m3 ha−1; p2—GHG
emission price, EUR m−3; Y—the amount of unharvested crop, t ha−1; y—price of crop,
EUR t−1; E—area of eroded soil, ha; pe—price of erosion, EUR ha−1; ke—coefficient of soil
erosion resistance (depends on climate, relief, human activity, etc.); kec—part of the erosion
due to compaction (if possible to separate); W—water pollution, m3; pwp—price for water
purification, EUR m−3; Kwp—part of water pollution due to compaction (if possible to
separate); F—fertilizer loss, t; pfl—price of fertilizer loss, EUR t−1; Kfl—part of fertilizer
losses due to compaction (if possible to separate); Fwa—fertilizer as water and air pollutant,
t; pwa—price of fertilizer pollution, EUR t−1; Kwa—part of air and water pollution by
fertilizers due to compaction (if possible to separate); Add—additional costs (for example,
flooding, soil restoration, etc.), EUR.

The equation is designed to estimate the annual costs, including crop losses, additional
fuel consumption and associated GHG emissions, soil losses due to erosion, surface water
pollution, losses of fertilizers and agrochemicals, and so on. The equation consists of the
components responsible for these parameters, and if necessary, some of the constituent
parts could be excluded or use the result obtained in a different way than that proposed
by the equation. Soil area under influence of compaction may vary, with FAO and other
similar organizations publishing open statistics from time to time. FAO data were also
used in this study [42], and additional sources are indicated in Table 2. Crop losses are
the most obvious consequence of compaction. In this study, yield losses were assessed
separately based on theoretical data [18], but in the future, it is recommended to collect
more information on the physical, chemical, and biological state of the soil over a long time
frame in order to maximize the separation of yield losses due to compaction from other
factors. It is known that the effect of compaction on yield will be the greatest for clays and
the lowest for silts [5]. Graves [5] also reported that the additional fuel consumption on
compacted soils was the highest for clays (+87%) and the lowest for peat (+29%). Please
see Table 2.

Table 2. Sources of data.

Indicator Reference

Total area World Bank, 2018

Arable land World Bank, 2018

Main soil types Filleccia et al., 2014; Buivydaite, 2005

Susceptibility of soil to compaction European Commission, 2008

Total area at risk of compaction Van Lynden, 2000

Tractors per 100 km2 of arable land World Bank, 2009

GHG costs from add. diesel using Adapted from Graves et al., 2015

Additional fuel consumption and its cost Adapted from Graves et al., 2015

Losses of N, P, K fertilizers and GHG
costs increased Adapted from Graves et al., 2015

Erosion Bulyhin et al., 2016; FAO, 2019;
Panagos et al., 2017

Yield losses and the costs of yield losses Adapted from Graves et al., 2015

Water pollution (water purification, rivers and
lakes, transitional waters)

State Agency of Water Resources of Ukraine,
2020

Flood restoration price Raška, 2015
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Agricultural fuel consumption depends on many factors: technological operation
(planting, harvesting, cultivation, soil preparation, etc.), the weight and power of the
tractor or combine harvester, the skills of the operator, and others. For example, for a
tractor with a capacity of 60 horsepower, with a rotavator, fuel consumption will be about
7–8 L h−1, with a loaded trailer 5–7 L h−1, and in static mode 6–7 L h−1 (straw harvester).
Different tillage systems would have different fuel consumption; for example, conventional
tillage requires approximately 59.3 L ha−1, reduced tillage approximately 29.7 L ha−1, and
no-tillage 4.3 L ha−1 [47].

The losses of fertilizers N, P, K are significant because they have direct economic losses
due to additional fertilization, and some of the lost fertilizers can enter water and air as
greenhouse gases. Depending on the area subject to compaction, susceptibility to soil
compaction due to soil type and other conditions, the following losses of fertilizers are
expected for Ukraine: N 221,208.34 t y−1, P 56.30 t y−1, K 10,456.1 t y−1. The losses for
Lithuania are estimated at: N 2130.5 t y−1, P 56.30 t y−1, K 100.7 t y−1 (adapted for the
World Bank’s data and [5]).

Indirect damage and, moreover, its costs are much more difficult to correctly and
accurately assess than direct damage. Significant indirect water damage is caused by com-
paction and re-fertilization and pollutants, in particular, fertilizers, entering the water of
rivers, lakes, and even reservoirs. Purification of these waters is not cheap. Unfortunately,
it is not possible to obtain accurate information on pollution of water resources due to
compaction. According to the State Agency of Water Resources of Ukraine, UAH 4.9 billion
(almost EUR 135 million) were received to reduce water pollution, improve its environmen-
tal status, and meet the needs of the economy for water resources in 2020. Some researchers
report that the damage from the aftermath of the floods in Lithuania from 1991 to 2014 did
not cost anything [48].

Soil erosion is one of the most destructive processes because the soil simply disappears
from the field along with organic matter, humus, fertilizers, and more. Soil erosion is not
a new problem; in 1995, it was known that more than 10 billion hectares a year are lost
worldwide due to erosion [49]. This problem is very acute for Ukraine, which loses up to
500 million tonnes of soil each year and 24 million tonnes of humus, 0.96 million tonnes
of nitrogen, 0.68 million tonnes of phosphorus, and 9.4 million tonnes of potassium along
with it. In addition, the annual growth of eroded soil reaches 80–90 thousand hectares [41].

The main indirect costs are pollution of rivers, lakes, and sources of drinking water
due to additional input of fertilizers; floods due to complete or partial sealing of the soil;
and damage to the atmosphere due to additional greenhouse gas emissions from the use of
internal combustion engines in agricultural machinery.

With regard to floods caused by agricultural soil compaction, it is not easy to quantify
the damage. However, part of the public expenditure on the prevention and moderation of
floods can be considered as the costs of soil compaction if such expenditure is budgeted or
calculated as the costs of restoring the flooded soil.

3. Results and Discussion

The potential annual costs of soil compaction are conveniently divided into direct and
indirect. Direct losses are those that are lost directly in the fields as a result of agricultural
work. These include losses of crops, fertilizers, and additional fuel consumption. Indirect
costs occur over time with an accumulation of compaction. They are associated with soil
pollution, flooding, erosion, soil sealing, and an increase in GHG emissions. Moreover,
additional use of fuel increases the GHG emissions due to the losses of N, P, K. The
combined data and calculation results are summarized in Table 3. It reveals the main
environmental consequences of compaction. Economic costs are also provided in Figure 2.
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Table 3. Potential annual costs of soil compaction in Ukraine and Lithuania.

Country UA LT

Direct costs (extrapolated from [5])
Additional fuel consumption costs,

M EUR y−1 121.07 1.47

Costs of yield losses, M EUR y−1 965.66–1086.37 10.7
Costs of N fertilizer losses, M EUR y−1

Costs of P fertilizer losses, M EUR y−1

Costs of K fertilizer losses, M EUR y−1

157.22
4.61

6.311

1.51
0.044

0.0677
Total direct costs, M EUR y−1 1315.23 13.79

Indirect costs
Water pollution (water purification,

rivers and lakes,
transitional waters), M EUR y−1

134.93 SAWR n.d.

Flood regulation service (or restoration price),
M EUR y−1 n.d. 0 [48]

Erosion costs, M EUR y−1 59.684 [50] 9.18 U

GHG costs from add. diesel using, M EUR y−1 41.94–45.3 2.69
GHG costs of increased (extp from [5]):

N losses, M EUR y−1

P losses, M EUR y−1

K losses, M EUR y−1

60.19
0.32
0.21

3.87
0.02
0.02

Total indirect costs, M EUR y−1 297.27–300.63 15.78

Total potential annual losses, M EUR 1615.86 29.57

Losses per ha arable land, EUR ha−1 y−1 49.13 12.71
Losses per ha compacted land, EUR ha−1 y−1 70.1 121.1

n.d.—no data; U—adapted from data for UA, expected lower values; SAWR—State Agency of Water Resources of Ukraine; M—million;
extp—extrapolated.

Depending on country conditions, agricultural management, availability and quality
of soil condition monitoring, its competent and consistent restoration, ability to prevent the
risks of degradation, and other country-specific factors, losses may vary greatly at a similar
level of compaction. Additional fuel consumption can be estimated as the fuel consumption
on compacted soils above the known one. Most of it will be associated with compaction,
and it is enough to understand the scale of this effect. However, there is no such data
available in the public domain. Therefore, a local upscaling experiment using this idea is
planned to be conducted in the future. It is also possible to estimate the losses of crops,
fertilizers, and agrochemicals. A study by [5] showed that the consumption of additional
diesel fuel on compacted soil is EUR 20.27 million each year. If there were similar conditions
in Ukraine, additional diesel consumption would cost about EUR 121 million y−1, and in
Lithuania, EUR 1.47 million y−1. However, due to the intensity of agricultural activity,
the characteristics of soil types from Ukraine and Lithuania suggest that additional fuel
consumption, and, therefore, costs, may be higher, especially for Ukraine. The same applies
to direct losses and costs, in particular the losses of yields and fertilizers applied as well
as other agrochemicals. Under Ukrainian conditions, yield losses due to compaction can
cost about EUR 1 billion per year, under Lithuanian, EUR 11 million per year. The losses
of fertilizers and the costs of reapplying them can be very high. The total losses of N, P,
K, fertilizers could cost EUR 168.145 million for Ukraine and almost EUR 1.62 million y−1

for Lithuania. The total direct costs are presented in Table 3. Lower costs indicated are for
Lithuania (EUR 13.8 million y−1) and higher for Ukraine (EUR 1315.23 million y−1).
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Although indirect annual losses appear to be relatively cheaper, this should not be mis-
leading. Especially considering the fact that soil compaction tends to accumulate [51]. Ac-
cording to the European Commission, soil erosion could cost the EU farmers EUR 1.25 billion
per year [52]. According to the FAO’s data, soil erosion in Ukraine could cost UAH 20 bil-
lion or EUR 59.684 million in crop and agricultural productivity losses per year, compared
to previously reported—EUR 8.2 million. Of course, soil erosion in Ukraine is not only a
consequence of compaction, but it is a very important factor as well. If we apply the prices
of soil erosion in Ukraine for Lithuanian soil, considering the characteristics of Lithuanian
soil, the average erosion costs per year would be under EUR 9.18 million.

It should be borne in mind that excessive use of diesel also releases additional green-
house gases into the atmosphere. According to [5], such emissions could cost the United
Kingdom EUR 7.7 million per year (or close to EUR 2 per ha of compacted soil). For
Ukraine, this value is expected to be more than EUR 5 ha−1 of compacted soil. Given
the area of soil subject to compaction and the general trend towards compaction, these
costs could reach up to EUR 45 million per year in Ukraine and close to EUR 2.7 million in
Lithuania (extrapolated from [5]).

The costs of greenhouse gases due to increased nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium
losses, according to calculations, would also be higher for Ukraine, EUR 60.8 million, and
relatively modest for Lithuania, EUR 3.91 million.

Thus, the average annual losses for Ukraine are about EUR 1.6 billion and for Lithuania,
close to EUR 27 million. However, more high-quality research and information are needed
to understand the extent of losses and to improve the quality of their assessment.

Recalculating the data from [5] allows concluding that the total compaction damage
in the UK is actually estimated at GBP 121.96 ha−1 y−1 or around EUR 158.54 ha−1 y−1 (if
taking into account exchange rate fluctuations in 2021, EUR 142.4 ha−1 y−1). Recalculating
the losses per unit of area, we can conclude that the average consequences of soil com-
paction can cost EUR 49.13 ha−1 y−1 for Ukraine and EUR 12.714 ha−1 y−1 for Lithuania.
In addition to all of the above, soil compaction tends to accumulate and, at one point, may
result in yield and other losses of 50% or more [51]. Data that could not be found in the
public domain were obtained by the method of extrapolation and adaptation of existing
works [2,5,18,51].
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Using open-source data and adapting data from rare case studies on the economic
and environmental impact of soil compaction, such as [5], the potential costs of soil com-
paction were estimated for Ukraine and Lithuania (other sources are presented in Table 2).
The main quantitative costs were direct, and the potential damage was mostly caused
by the losses of crops, equal to around EUR 1 billion for Ukraine and EUR 10.7 million
for Lithuania. These results compare well with the United Kingdom—EUR 187.53 mil-
lion (GBP 161.67 million). Additional fuel consumption and losses of fertilizers are very
close for Lithuania, EUR 1.47 million and EUR 1.52, respectively, while for Ukraine the
losses of fertilizers are more than EUR 30 million higher than the probable additional fuel
consumption on compacted soils and equal to EUR 157.22 million.

Indirect costs are much more difficult to estimate, but according to the available
information for Ukraine and Lithuania, they are less direct. The most significant were
water pollution, erosion, and GHG emissions. These losses were compared with the UK
losses, reported by Graves [5] (Figure 3).
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GHG emissions are very important for environmental damage. Given the danger
of global warming and the share of agricultural GHG emissions of more than 14% [35]
or 6.2 Gt CO2eq, it is worth paying special attention to this. It seems possible to reduce
this value by more than half. The main sources of agricultural GHG emissions from crops
are rice cultivation, direct emissions from agricultural soil, manure management, and
on-field burning of crop residues, as well as some indirect sources such as manufacturing
of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, etc. [53]. Therefore, the development and use of
technologies and tillage methods that will help to minimize GHG emissions is important in
order to reduce the risks of global warming as well as direct and indirect losses of farmers.
Nowadays, this technology is low-carbon production.

In order to reduce carbon emissions in the cropping segment of the agricultural sector,
it is recommended to strive for precise, well-organized farming and minimum tillage where
possible in order to minimize the use of agricultural machines with internal combustion
engines. Despite high direct emissions from soil, it is not worth re-compacting to reduce
this effect. The role of manure and the production of fertilizers and agrochemicals in GHG
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emissions should not be forgotten. In addition, the management of agricultural production
should be structured in such a way that plant residues would not be burned.

In general, correct, well-organized, low-carbon farming globally and locally is critical
to reduce the risks of global warming (within the agricultural sector).

Soil compaction has far-reaching consequences that affect everyone on earth. First
of all, it is an increase in the risks of global warming and, of course, a decrease in yields.
The average person may not directly change the state of affairs much, but they can spread
information about the dangers of compaction, as well as take into account the aspect of soil
safety in political decision making.

4. Conclusions

Despite the strong focus of researchers and world-renowned organizations, soil com-
paction remains a very important and significant segment of crop losses and subsequent
soil degradation. However, in spite of numerous studies on the effects of soil compaction,
there are very few studies on the economic losses due to compaction and its consequences:
it is exceptionally difficult to separate losses associated with harvesting from total losses, be
it crop losses, GHG emissions, additional fuel consumption, or others. Lack of information
also plays an important role in this task. The costs for the analysed countries differ signif-
icantly, since Lithuania and Ukraine have different types of soil and area of agricultural
soil, in particular cultivated soil. As a result, the losses for Ukraine are greater, even per
unit of area. In addition, land policy in Ukraine often leads to irrational use of soil, and
little research is designated for the consequences of degradation, while the damage has a
tendency to increase.

A model was developed to estimate the potential annual damage due to soil com-
paction in the form of Equation (1). However, due to lack of information, it was only used
partially in this study for some components. Data were obtained from open sources and
databases of organizations, such as the FAO and the UN, as well as the World Bank.

Analysis of the available data resulted in a possibility to describe the potential annual
losses: for Ukraine, about EUR 1.6 billion; for Lithuania, about EUR 30 million. In terms of
possible losses on arable soil and compacted soil, Ukraine may have about EUR 49 ha−1 y−1

and EUR 70 ha−1 y−1, respectively, and Lithuania about EUR 12 ha−1 y−1 and about EUR
120 ha−1 y−1. The most significant economic impact was the loss of the crop, which
could cost Ukraine about EUR 1 billion and Lithuania about EUR 11 million each year.
According to the parameters considered, the costs of environmental pollution for Ukraine
may exceed EUR 100 million per year, and for Lithuania, the number is more modest at
about EUR 6 million. Soil erosion in the current trend will probably cost Lithuania about
EUR 9 million euros per year, and Ukraine more than EUR 59 million. However, these
figures are not final since many parameters are extremely difficult to estimate accurately
and correctly. In addition, the loss of soil organic matter, the loss of soil biota, the possibility
of soil sealing, and other circumstances were not taken into account as data on the potential
costs of these processes are extremely poor. Development and improvement of currently
existing models, such as the equation model presented in this study, is a huge step to reduce
soil compaction. Due to lack of data, this model was only partially used, but in the future,
it could serve for better analysis and calculation of potential losses due to compaction.
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