
1 
 

APPROVED 

by Decision No. 1- 16 of 29 February 2012 of the Senate of  

Vytautas Magnus University 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ORDER ON ORGANISATION OF MINOR STUDIES 

 

I. GENERAL PART 
 

1. The description of Order on organisation of minor studies (hereinafter Order) has been prepared in 

accordance with the Law on Science and Studies of the Republic of Lithuania, VMU Regulations on Studies 

and other legal acts regulating studies. 

 

2. Minor study programmes are prepared by departments and approved by the Faculty Council. 

 

3. Minor study programmes consist of courses taught in the first-cycle or integrated study programmes. 

 

4. The scope of minor study programmes is 60 credits. 

 

5. Group A, B and C courses studied in the first-cycle programme can be included as the courses of the minor 

study programme, but no more than 25% of the scope of the minor study programme. 

 

6. Courses of a minor study programme can be included in the first-cycle study programme as optional courses 

in Group D. 

 

7. Upon completion of minor studies, the student shall be issued a certificate testifying the completion of 

studies. 

 

II. ORGANISATION OF MINOR STUDY PROGRAMMES FOR STUDENTS 
 

8. The student studies one selected minor study programme free of charge. The student can study a second and 

more minor study programmes with a status of a unclassified student. 

 

9. A minor study programme can be started by the students in the first-cycle and integrated studies. 

 

10. The student can also continue and complete the minor study programme free of charge while studying in 

VMU master’s programme. 

 

11. The student writes a request prior to the first-stage of registration for next semester courses. 

 

12. The application is submitted to the Dean of the faculty in which the student studies to obtain a permission to 

study in the selected minor study programme based on an individual study plan. 

 

13. Having chosen to study in a minor study programme (the programmes are advertised in an online study 

programme directory), the student contacts a university unit responsible for the programme and coordinates the 

order in which the minor study programme courses shall be studied.  

 

14. The student registers for minor study programme courses in accordance to the common procedure via FC 

client programme. The student is allowed to study no more than two courses in the minor study programme each 

semester. Time and place of minor study programme courses is announced in the general study timetable.  

  

15. The student shall be admitted to minor studies within the first two weeks of the semester on the order other 

Rector and the provision of the Dean of the Faculty where the student studies. 

 

16. If the student receives an academic debt from a minor study programme course and repeats the course, he/she 

must pay in accordance with the Order on contract designing, payment and reimbursement for tuition fees and 

charges. The fee is calculated according to the scope of the course and the cost of credit, which is determined on 
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the basis of the field of study or study programme the course belongs to and under the agreement between the 

student and the University. 

 

17. Evaluations received for the courses in the minor study programme are included in the semester grade point 

average and recorded in the diploma supplement. 

 

18. While on an academic leave, the student can study courses in the minor study programme under a unclassified 

student’s status. 

 

19. A part-time student who has the preparation and defence of his/her final thesis delayed can study courses in 

the minor study programme under an unclassified student’s status. 

 

20. The student who wishes to terminate the minor studies submits a reasoned request to the Dean of his/her 

faculty. The student shall be removed from the minor studies by the Dean’s provision and by the order of the 

Rector. 

 

21. After terminating the minor studies and having academic debts from the minor study programme course, the 

student has to liquidate them by retaking the same course or by selecting any of other Group “D” courses and 

paying a fixed fee in accordance with the Order on contract, payment and reimbursement for tuition fees and 

charges, approved by the Rector. 

 

22. After terminating the minor studies and wishing to resume them, the student writes a request as specified in 

paragraph 11 and continues the same minor study programme studies free of charge.  

 

23. A student who terminated the minor studies and intends to study in another minor study programme must pay 

for the newly selected minor study programme credits, which have already been used up in the discontinued minor 

study programme. 

 

24. When finishing the studies and having completed the entire minor study programme, during examination 

session of the final semester the student applies to the department that coordinates the minor study programme for 

the issuance of the certification, submitting his/her request and including the academic transcript.  

 

25. A minor study programme certificate that testifies the completion of studies is issued by the Dean’s provision 

and by the order of the Rector. The certificate is awarded with a diploma and a diploma supplement on the date 

scheduled in the academic calendar. 

 

III. ORGANISATION OF MINOR STUDY PROGRAMMES FOR UNCLASSIFIED 

STUDENTS 
 

26. An unclassified student in the minor study programme is  

 

27.1. a person without a VMU student status and studying in a minor study programme; 

27.2. a VMU student who has chosen to study in a second or more minor study programmes; 

27.3. a VMU student on an academic leave and studying courses in the minor study programme; 

27.4. a VMU part-time student who has postponed the writing and defence of the final thesis; 

27.5. students from other universities. 

 

28. An unclassified student pays for all credits of the minor study programme. The fee is calculated according 

to the field of science the selected courses of the minor study programme belong to and the date on which 

the unclassified student and the University signed the agreement. 

 

29. An unclassified student who has chosen to study in the minor study programme (the programmes are posted 

on the online study programme directory) addresses the responsible employee of the department 

coordinating the programme and agrees on the order in which the student intends to study the courses of the 

minor study programme.  

 

30. An unclassified student writes a request in the Office of Academic Affairs (ART) for permission to attend 
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the selected minor study programme courses based on an individual plan of study within the first two weeks 

of each semester. ART staff calculate how much the unclassified student should pay for the credits of the 

selected courses. The unclassified student presents a copy of the payment receipt to ART. The unclassified 

student and the University sign an agreement. 

 

31. ART staff prepare the Rector’s order for permission to study minor study programme courses by indicating 

the title of the selected course in the minor study programme, the courses selected and the sum of credits 

paid for.   

 

32. Unclassified students who have completed the entire minor study programme address the department 

coordinating the programme, submit their academic transcript and a request to issue a certificate of 

completion of the minor study programme.  

 

33. A certificate of minor study programme, certifying the completion of studies, is issued by the Dean’s 

provision and the order of the Rector along with an academic transcript. 

 

IV. FINAL PROVISIONS 

 
34. Organisational procedures for minor study programmes outlined in this Order must be followed by all 

university departments providing the programmes of these studies and his/her the Office  of Academic 

Affairs. 

 


