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Course group  
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Course  valid 

from  
Course  valid to Reg. No. 

POP5029  C 6 2013 06 01 2016 06 01  

 

Course type (compulsory or optional) Optional 

Course level (study cycle) Master 

Semester the course is delivered 1 

Study form (face-to-face or distant) Face to face 
 

Course title in Lithuanian 

Europos idėjos istorija 
Course title in English 

The History of the Idea of Europe 
Short course annotation in Lithuanian (up to 500 characters) 

Šiame dalyke bus analizuojama Europos idėjos istorija: „Europos“ reikšmė skirtinguose Vakarų 
istoriniuose-kultūriniuose perioduose ir jos kaita nuo Antikos iki šiuolaikinių laikų. Kurse aptariami 
pagrindiniai Europos kultūros principai ir jų reikšmė vėlesnėms kultūrinėms europiečių tradicijoms 
iki pat šių dienų. 
Short course annotation in English (up to 500 characters) 

The subject analysis the history of the idea of Europe as it has been constructed and evolved 
through various Western historical-cultural periods. The course seaks to identify the main European 
cultural principles that have formed the subsequent cultural European traditions until contemporary 
times. 

Prerequisites for entering the course 

Backgrounds in the political and cultural hisotry of Europe. 
Course aim 
To introduce the students with European cultural heritage embedded in the history of the idea of 
Europe and which plays an important role in building the European Union. 
 

Links between study programme outcomes, course outcomes and criteria of learning achievement 

evaluation 

Study programme 

outcomes 
Course outcomes 

Criteria of learning 

achievement evaluation 

Analizuoti ir paaiškinti 
politinius ir socialinius 
procesus, vykstančius tiek 
bendrai visame Europos 
žemyne, tiek atskirose 
Europos valstybėse;  
 
 
Rengti, įgyvendinti ir 
vertinti tiek su Europos 
Sąjungos parama 
susijusius projektus, tiek 
kitokius tiriamuosius ir 
edukacinius projektus. 
 
Kaupti ir kritiškai vertinti 
naujai gaunamą 
informaciją, plėsti žinių 
spektrą, kuris užtikrins 

Theoretical approach to the idea of 
Europe, Europeannes, Europe‘s-self, 
European identity. Europe: between 
reality and cultural discourse. 

Ability to define and interpret 
the idea of Europe as reality 
and as a discourse.  

Idea of Europe in the Antiquity: 
mythology and geography. 

Ability to identify all the most 
important constitutive 
meanings of the idea of 
Europe and to explain them. 

Idea of Europe in Middle Ages: 
Christianity and European culture. 
New Ages: Renaissance and idea of 
Europe, geographical discoveries, 
Reformation, scientific revolution. 
Utopia and Europe. 
Enlightenment and the European 
culture. Civilization, secularism, 
positivism, progress. 
Modernity and Europe. Industrial 
capitalism, nationalisms, social 
transfromations, democracy, nazism 
and communism. 



dalyvavimą nuolatiniame 
mokymosi procese;A 
 
 

Common European cultural heritage 
in the European Union. 
Which idea of Europe for the 
European Union? 

Postmodern Europe: unfinished 
project of Modernity? 
Post-national European identity? 
Europe and the rest of the world. 

Link between course outcomes and content  

Course outcomes Content (topics) 

Students' ability to reflect 
the discursive nature of 
the ideas of Europe.  

Theoretical approach to the idea of Europe, Europeannes, Europe‘s-
self, European identity. Europe: between reality and cultural 
discourse. 

Students' ability to 
describe the cultural 
significance of Antiquity 
to the European identity.  

Idea of Europe in the Antiquity: mythology and geography. 

Students' ability to 
indicate the influence of 
Christian culture to the 
European culture. 

Idea of Europe in Middle Ages: Christianity and European culture. 

Students' ability to 
describe the features of 
Renaissance culture, as 
well as other processes of 
New Ages on the idea of 
Europe.  

New Ages: Renaissance and idea of Europe, geographical discoveries, 
Reformation, scientific revolution. Utopia and Europe. 

Students' ability to analyze 
the meaning of 
Enlightenment to the idea 
of Europe.  

Enlightenment and the European culture. Civilization, secularism, 
positivism, progress. 

Students' ability to 
describe the basic 
principles of modernity 
and their significance for 
European identity.  

Modernity and Europe. Industrial capitalism, nationalisms, social 
transfromations, democracy, nazism and communism. 

Students' ability to analyze 
the role of common 
European cultural heritage 
in the building the 
European Union.  

Common European cultural heritage in the European Union. 
Which idea of Europe for the European Union? 

Students' ability to explain 
the postmodern challenge 
for the idea of Europe. 

Postmodern Europe: unfinished project of Modernity? 
Post-national European identity? Europe and the rest of the world. 

 

Study (teaching and learning) methods 

Teaching methods: lectures, discussions, questions-answers, consultations, group work in the 
auditorium. 
Study methods: learning scientific sources and literature, homework, presentation in the auditorium. 
Methods of learning achievement assessment  

Exam, students‘ presentations, active participation at the lectures. 
Distribution of workload for students (contact and independent work hours) 

Contact: 40 hours. 
Self-studyings: 80 hours. 



Structure of cumulative score and value of its constituent parts 

Exam – 50 %.  Middle-term exam – 25 %. Homework, presentation, group work – 25 %. 
Recommended reference materials 

No. 

 

Publication 

year 
Authors of publication and title 

Publishing 

house 

Number of copies in 

University 

library 

Self-

study 

rooms 

Other 

libraries   

Basic materials 

1. 1993 Wilson, K. ir Dussen,  van der Jan (eds) The 

History of the Idea of Europe. 
 

London: 
Routledge.    

2  2002 Pagden, Anthony (ed.) The Idea of Europe. From 

Antiquity to the European Union.  
 

Cambridge 
University 

Press. 
   

3. 

2002 
Delanty, Gerard, Europos išradimas. Idėja. 

Tapatumas. Realybė. 
 

Vilnius: 
Lietuvos 
rašytojų 
sąjungos 
leidykla 

   

4. 2010 B. Sträth (ed.), Europe and the Other and Europe as 
the Other. 

Brussels: 
Peter Lang. 
 

   

5. 
1989 

Bauman, Zygmunt. Modernity and the 
Holocaust. 

Polity 
Press 

   

6. 2001 

Habermas, Jürgen, The Postnational Constellation: 
Political Essays, transl., edited, and introd. by 
Max Pensky.  
 

Cambridge: 
MIT Press. 

   

Supplementary materials 

7. 

2002 Bo Strath, A European Identity 
To the Historical Limits of a Concept 

European 
Journal of 
Social 
Theory 
5(4): 387–
401. 

 
 

8. 2004 
Bauman, Zygmunt. Europe: Unfinished 
Adventure. 

Polity 
Press 

 

9. 

2004 Amin, Ash“Multi-Ethnicity and the Idea of 
Europe”. 
 

Theory 

Culture 

Society 21 
(2): 1-24. 

 

10. 1957 Hay, Denys Europe: History of an Idea.  
 

Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh 
University 

Press. 
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