
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION (Group C) 

Course 

code 
Course group  

Volume in 

ECTS credits 

Course  valid 

from  
Course  valid to Reg. No. 

SOC5004 C 6 2013 06 01 2016 06 01  

 

Course type (compulsory or optional) Compulsory 

Course level (study cycle) M. A. 

Semester the course is delivered 3rd 

Study form (face-to-face or distant) Face-to-face 
 

Course title in Lithuanian 

Lyčių sociologija ir antropologija 
Course title in English 

Sociology and Anthropology of Gender 

Short course annotation in Lithuanian (up to 500 characters) 

Kursas pateikia lyčių antropologijos ir sociologijos tyrinėjimų apžvalgą. Jame analizuojami lyčių santykiai ir 

socialinė kaita, feminizmas, vyriškumo studijos ir refleksyvioji modernybė; aptariami skirtingi požiūriai į 

lyčių tapatybių kultūrinį konstravimą, lytiškumą kuriančias kultūros institucijas. Kurse gilinamasi į moterų, 

lyčių ir feminizmo istoriografiją, lyties, rasės, etniškumo ir klasės sąsajas, interseksą, tarplytiškumą ir multi-

lytiškumą. Pateikiamos skirtingų kultūrų perspektyvos į lyties ir seksualumo konstravimą. 

Short course annotation in English (up to 500 characters) 

 The course will explore the central historical and contemporary debates in the sociology and anthropology 

of gender, including the search for universal principles underlying the male dominance; relationship between 

gender, sex and sexuality; how gender articulates with other forms of difference such as race, class and 

nation; gendered perspectives on power; the interaction of agency and structure in the production of 

femininities and masculinities; issues of cultural representation and expression; gender and body politics 

across a range of cultural, historical and institutional contexts; gender and the state and gendered 

modernities. 

 Prerequisites for entering the course 
- 

Course aim 

The aim of this course is to explore the central historical and contemporary debates in the sociology and 

anthropology of gender and analyze the processes of social construction of gender in different cultural 

contexts. 

Links between study programme outcomes, course outcomes and criteria of learning achievement 

evaluation 

Study programme 

outcomes 
Course outcomes 

Criteria of learning 

achievement evaluation 

1. Ability to master 

anthropological concepts, 

theories, approaches and 

ability to use a variety of 

analytical perspectives in 

studying human socio-

cultural diversity and 

communality 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

describe the historic and theoretical 

developments in the sociology and 

anthropology of gender. 

Competence in describing the 

historic and theoretical 

developments in the sociology 

and anthropology of gender. 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

evaluate the ways in which classical and 

contemporary ethnographies form our 

ability to understand and analyze gender.   

Competence in evaluating the 

ways in which classical and 

contemporary ethnographies 

form our ability to understand 

and analyze gender. 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

analyze different approaches towards 

gender relations and conceptual and 

theoretical preoccupations related to these 

approaches.  

Competence in analyzing 

different approaches towards 

gender relations and conceptual 

and theoretical preoccupations 

related to these approaches. 

2. Ability to critically 

assess, compare and 

contrast concepts, ideas and 

data from different 

disciplinary and 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

analyze different processes of social 

construction of gender in relation to 

different institutions, cultures and 

ideologies.   

Competence in analyzing 

different processes of social 

construction of gender in 

relation to different institutions, 

cultures and ideologies. 



 
 

interdisciplinary contexts as 

well as to analyze and 

synthesise research data, 

provide an interpretation 

supported by evidence as 

well as develop an argument 

based on critical 

engagement with research 

material. 
 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

analyze the relations between gender and 

other social factors including class, race, 

ethnicity, and religious beliefs. 

Competence in analyzing the 

relations between gender and 

other social factors including 

class, race, ethnicity, and 

religious beliefs.   

Graduates of the course will be able to 

empirically analyze gender identities and 

the structures and processes of gender 

production and reproduction.   

Competence in empirically 

analyzing gender identities and 

the structures and processes of 

gender production and 

reproduction. 

3. Ability to demonstrate 

ethnographic fieldwork 

research based 

understanding of cultural 

and social groups and to 

voice their interests at 

different levels – in local, 

national and transnational 

organizations and 

institutions. 
 

Graduates of the course will be able to 

identify the main issues of gender 

inequality and discrimination in public 

and private spheres, to distinguish 

discriminated groups and to address 

gender discrimination issues through 

training exercises and teaching tools. 

Competence in identifying the 

main issues of gender inequality 

and discrimination in public and 

private spheres, to distinguish 

discriminated groups and to 

address gender discrimination 

issues through training exercises 

and teaching tools. 

Link between course outcomes and content  

Course outcomes Content (topics) 

1.  Graduates of the course 

will be able to describe the 

historic and theoretical 

developments in the 

sociology and anthropology 

of gender. 

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

2. Graduates of the course 

will be able to evaluate the 

ways in which classical and 

contemporary ethnographies 

form our ability to 

understand and analyze 

gender.   

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 



 
 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

3. Graduates of the course 

will be able to analyze 

different approaches towards 

gender relations and 

conceptual and theoretical 

preoccupations related to 

these approaches. 

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

4. Graduates of the course 

will be able to analyze 

different processes of social 

construction of gender in 

relation to different 

institutions, cultures and 

ideologies.   

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

5. Graduates of the course 

will be able to analyze the 

relations between gender and 

other social factors including 

class, race, ethnicity, and 

religious beliefs. 

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 



 
 

6. Graduates of the course 

will be able to empirically 

analyze gender identities and 

the structures and processes 

of gender production and 

reproduction.   

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

7. Graduates of the course 

will be able to identify the 

main issues of gender 

inequality and discrimination 

in public and private spheres, 

to distinguish discriminated 

groups and to address gender 

discrimination issues 

through training exercises 

and teaching tools. 

The history of feminism. Feminist theories. Feminist methodology. Gender 

in contemporary sociological theories.  Gender as a social construction. 

Gender and class, age, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality. Gender identities 

and representations in language, mass media and cultural sexism. Sexuality 

and gender identities. The social construction of sexuality: sexual behaviour, 

desires, sexual cultures. Hegemonic heterosexuality. Heteronormativity. 

Homophobia.  Sexual conformity and deviance. Sexuality and women‘s 

rights.  Gender and body. Body and power discourse in M. Foucault theory. 

M. Foucault and feminist theory. Body politics. Reproduction as politics. 

Gender, intimacy and personal relationship in families. Sexual division of 

labour and power relations in families. Families, gender and demographic 

processes. Gender, work and care.  Feminisation of poverty. Gender, work 

and globalization. Gender and education. Gender and politics. Women’s 

political participation and their representation in politics. Gender and civil 

society. Women’s leadership. Gender and international relations. Gender and 

violence. Sexual harassment. Prostitution. Pornography. Violence and 

women’s rights. Gender relations in the future. Gender mainstreaming. 

Feminist movement and globalization. Women’s global leadership. The 

meaning of women’s empowerment. 

Study (teaching and learning) methods 

Lectures, seminars, group work, individual presentations, independent study. 

Methods of learning achievement assessment  

Written final exam, mid-term exam, paper.  

Distribution of workload for students (contact and independent work hours) 
Lectures 30 hours 

Seminars 15 hours 

Group work 15 hours 

Individual students work 100 hours 

Total: 160hours 

Structure of cumulative score and value of its constituent parts 

Mid-term exam – 20%; Independent study and participation in seminars – 15%; Final exam – 50%. 

Homework – 15%. 

Recommended reference materials 

No. 

 

Publication 

year 

Authors of publication and 

title 

Publishing 

house 

Number of copies in 

University 

library 

Self-study 

rooms 

Other 

libraries   

Basic materials 

1. 2007 

Ghail Mairtin Mac, 

Haywood Chris. Gender, 

Culture and Society. 

Palgrave 

Macmillan. 
1 1 0 



 
 

2. 2002 

Jackson, S, ir Scott, S. 

Gender: A Sociological 

Reader 

Routledge 0 1 2 

3. 2003 

La Font, Suzanne (ed.). 

Constructing Sexualities: 

Readings in Sexuality, 

Gender and Culture 

Prentice Hall 
 

1 1 3 

4. 1997 

Lancaster, R.N., 

Leonardo, M. (eds.). The 

Gender/Sexuality Reader 

Routledge 1 1 1 

5. 2002 
Williams, Ch., Stein, A. 

Sexuality and Gender 
Blackwell 1 1 0 

6. 2006 
Lewin, Ellen. Feminist 

Anthropology. A Reader 

Blackwell 

Publishing 
1 1 1 

Supplementary materials 

1. 2000 
Yuval-Davis, N. Gender 

and Nation 

Sage 

Publications 
 

2.  1998 

Holmberg, C. B. 

Sexualities and Popular 

Culture 

Sage 

Publications 
 

Course programme designed by 
Prof. Artūras Tereškinas 

 


