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code 
Course group  

Volume in 
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Course  valid 

from  
Course  valid to Reg. No. 

MAD1004  8 2014   

 

Course type (compulsory or optional) Compulsory 

Course level (study cycle) BA 

Semester the course is delivered II year, I semester 

Study form (face-to-face or distant) Face-to-face 
 

Course title in Lithuanian 

ISTORINIO KONTEKSTO STUDIJOS 

Course title in English 

HISTORICAL CONTEXTUAL STUDIES 

Short course annotation in Lithuanian  

Modulio struktūra sudaryta iš keturių pagrindinių temų, kurios yra susijusios su istorine patirtimi: 
Dizaino praktika – dizaino veiklų, susijusios su problemos sprendimų koncepcijomis, planavimu ir 
projektavimu tyrimas. Dizaino praktika yra orientuota į žmones ir veikiančius procesus įvairiose dizaino 
disciplinose ir tarpdisciplininio dizaino koncepcijose. 
Dizaino produktas – tiriama, identifikuojama ir pabrėžiama ‘produkto’ sąvoka ir interpretacija. Taip pat 
akcentuojami produkto vaidmuo ir reikšmė kultūroje bei visuomenėje. Studentai gebės paaiškinti kaip 
žmonės suteikia produktams prasmę, pavyzdžiui, naudojami (funkciniai) ar nenaudojami (idėjiniai) objektai. 
Tuo pačiu pristatomas ekologiškas dizainas ir medžiagų tvarumas. 
Dizaino diskursas – plėtoja studentų žinias ir gebėjimus dizaino, tyrimų ir konceptualizmo kalbos kultūroje. 
Skiriamas dėmesys profesinio žodyno plėtimui ir vartosenai akademiniuose tyrimuose ir praktiniame 
kontekste. 
Dizaino refleksija – paaiškina darbo rinkos reikalavimus ir profesionalaus mados dizainerio darbo 
ypatumus. Ši tema skirta tobulinti studentų supratimą, pasitikėjimą ir gebėjimą išreikšti idėjas ir jas 
realizuoti per aiškius apmąstymus ir praktiką. 
Mokslinių tyrimų ir kritiškos analizės įgūdžiai yra aptariami ir skatinami visoje programoje. Kiekvieną 
savaitę studentai atlikdami užduotis kaups jas į studijų aplanką (portfolio), kuris bus susijęs su konteksto 
tyrimais jų pasirinktoje praktikoje. 
Short course annotation in English (up to 500 characters) 

The content is structured around four core themes and how they relate to historical practice: 
Design Practice – Investigation into design activities related to the conception and planning of design 
problem solving.  Design practice focuses on people and process across a range of design disciplines and 
the concept of multi-disciplinary design.  
Design Product – Investigates, identifies and emphasises the identity and interpretation of the ‘product’.  
It also considers the role and significance of the product in culture and society.  The student considers the 
ways in which people give meaning to products e.g. as objects of contemplation or as objects of function.  
Reference is also made to ecological design and materials sustainability.   
Design Discourse - Identifies and develops the student awareness of and skill in the use of language 
specific to design research, investigation and conceptualisation.  The theme also introduces an awareness 
of the distinctions between written communication for academic and professional contexts. 
Design Reflection – Identifies with and engages in the reality of employability and becoming a 
professional design practitioner. The core theme focuses on the developing awareness, confidence and 
ability to articulate ideas and design realisations through coherent reflection and practice.  
Research and critical writing skills are discussed and encouraged throughout. 
Each week the students, in their own subject specific groups, will be working on a portfolio, which relates 
contextual studies to their own practice. 
 



Prerequisites for entering the course 

- 
Course aim 
The module aims  

• To introduce the student to discussions and key concepts, cultural issues and contexts that underpin 
and complement both workshop and studio practice and professional design practice. 

• To explore the historical development of the designer practitioner and the design profession. 
• To introduce a broad range of cognitive (research, analysis/synthesis and evaluation) skills. 
• To encourage integration of knowledge, understanding and application appropriate to the student's 

development as 'creative thinkers' and 'reflective practitioners'. 
• To encourage an awareness of how knowledge transfer helps employability. 
 

 

Links between study programme outcomes, course outcomes, study methods, and criteria of 

learning achievement evaluation 

Study programme 

outcomes 
Course outcomes 

 

Study (teaching and 

learning) methods 

 

    Criteria of learning 

achievement evaluation 

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of art history 
and theory as well as cultural 
phenomena in relation to 
fashion and textile industry, 
identifying the relationship 
of design history to society 
and culture. 

 

Address and describe 
through a written 

assignment the four 
core contextual 

studies themes and 
relate their relevance 
and significance to 
historical design 

practice. 
 

Demonstrate 
competence in a 
broad range of 
cognitive skills 

(research, 
analysis/synthesis 
and evaluation) 

through the 
production of a 
written piece of 

work. 
 
 
 

Lectures, portfolio 
seminars, tutorials 
(individual, group and 
electronic), library 
work, directed reading, 
portfolio, research 
project work, reflection 
on lectures, preparation 
for assessment. 

Student addresses and 
describes through a 

written assignment the 
four core contextual 

studies themes and relate 
their relevance and 

significance to historical 
design practice. 

 
Student demonstrates 
competence in a broad 

range of cognitive skills 
(research, 

analysis/synthesis and 
evaluation) through the 
production of a written 

piece of work. 
 
 

Demonstrate an ability to 
independently plan and 
manage time in achieving set 
goals and follow a personal 
work ethic, recognize an in-
depth knowledge of market 
levels and customer profile, 

Inform their own 
creative practice with 

reference to 
historical design and 
professional practice 

development. 
 

Lectures, portfolio 
seminars, tutorials 
(individual, group and 
electronic), library 
work, directed reading, 
portfolio, research 
project work, reflection 

Student informs his/her 
own creative practice with 

reference to historical 
design and professional 
practice development. 

 
Student demonstrates an 



demonstrate an ability to 
adapt to constant and 
unpredictable changes 
brought on by advances in 
technological knowledge in 
the field of a professional 
fashion designer. 

Demonstrate an 
awareness of 

employability. 

on lectures, preparation 
for assessment. 

awareness of 
employability. 

 

Link between course outcomes and content  

 Course outcomes Content (topics) 

1. Address and describe through a written 
assignment the four core contextual studies 
themes and relate their relevance and 
significance to historical design practice. 

Key issues and concepts in a historical context. 
 
Concepts, techniques and methods of research and 
investigation appropriate to the theory of design. 

 
2. Demonstrate competence in a broad range of 

cognitive skills (research, analysis/synthesis 
and evaluation) through the production of a 
written piece of work. 

Cross-disciplinary connections and the potential 
relevance of the application of thinking in one 
design ‘subject’ to another previously ‘discrete’ 
subject. 
 

3. Inform their own creative practice with 
reference to historical design and professional 
practice development. 

Design “moments” and key Designers in terms of 
both their chronological and stylistic place in the 
Design continuum.  
 

4. Demonstrate an awareness of employability. Awareness of how a deeper understanding of the 
subject helps employability 
 

 

Methods of learning achievement assessment  

Essay, contextual project (presentation) 
 

Distribution of workload for students (contact and independent work hours) 
SCHEDULED LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITY: 

Lectures, portfolio seminars, tutorials (individual, group and 
electronic) 

80 hours 

GUIDED INDEPENDENT STUDY: library work, directed 
reading, portfolio, research project work, reflection on 
lectures, preparation for assessment. 

134 hours 

Total: 214 hours 

 

 

Structure of cumulative score and value of its constituent parts 
Number of 

Assessments 

Form of 

Assessment 

 

 

% 

weighting  

Size of 

Assessment/Duration/ 

Wordcount  

Category of assessment 

 
Learning 

Outcomes 

being 

assessed 

1 Essay  70% 2000 words Coursework 1, 2, 
1 Contextual 

Project  
(presentation) 

30%  Coursework 2, 3 

 



Recommended reference materials 

No. 

 

Publication 

year 
Authors of publication and title Publishing house 

Number of copies in 

University 

library 

Self-

study 

rooms 

Other 

libraries   

Basic materials 

1. 2001 
Conway, Hazel (ed) Design 
History: A Student's Handbook 

Routledge, London 1   

2. 1999 
Cottrell,  Stella  The study skills 
handbook  

MacMillan Press 1   

 1986 
Forty, Adrian Objects of Desire: 

Design and Society 1750-1980 Thames and Hudson 1   

3. 1978 

Williamson, Judith, (1978) 
Decoding Advertisements: 

Ideology and Meaning in  

Advertisements 

NY: Marion Boyars 1   

Supplementary materials 

9.  Getting it Right 

University of Central 
Lancashire  (Available 
on line at: 
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/li
brary/usersupport/lrs/gsg
uides/docs/lright1.doc) 
 

The Association of 

Illustrators 

10.  Handouts and Self Assessment Sheets are available on 
module Moodle  

Course programme designed by 
Dr. Virginija Vitkienė, doc. Dr. Jūratė Tutlytė, doc. Dr. Raimonda Simanaitienė 
 


