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Course title in English

Fundamentals in News Reporting

Short course annotation in Lithuanian (up to 500 characters)

Kursas studentus supazindina su spaudos tikslais, uzduotimis bei metodais ir iSmoko atlikti interviu ir rasyti bei
redaguoti Zinias, reportazus, analitinius bei kitokius publicistinius straipsnius ir autorinius komentarus. Antroje kurso
dalyje apZvelgiama pasakojamosios istorijos naudojimo istorija, supazindinama su tokios istorijos naudojimo tiriant ir
rasant pagrindiniais jgidZiais, su buidais pasiekti geriausiy rezultaty ir su tokios istorijos ribomis.

Short course annotation in English (up to 500 characters)

This course enables students to grasp the purpose, task and methods of press journalism and to conduct interviews as
well as to write and edit original news items, reports, features, analyses and commentaries. On finishing this course
students should be able to write well-crafted journalistic pieces and to edit work done by others. Having introduced
students to newspaper editing, the course prepares them to deal with the challenges and opportunities they will face in
the newsroom today. In the second part of the course, an overview of the use of oral history is provided. Students will
learn the basic skills of using oral history in research and writing, how to achieve the outcomes, as well as deal with the

limitations and constraints.

Prerequisites for entering the course

Course aim

The aim of this course is to enable students (1) to grasp the purpose, task and methods of press journalism and how
these relate to those of literature, historiography and social science, (2) to conduct interviews as well as to write and
edit original news items, reports, features, analyses and commentaries, (3) to effectively use oral history tools in

journalism research and writing.

Links between study program outcomes, course outcomes and criteria of learning achievement evaluation

Study program outcomes Course outcomes

Grasping the importance, and
differentiating between different types,

4.2. To apply techniques and of good lead.
methods of gathering, Understanding different ways of
selecting, evaluating, writing classifying leads.

and editing news, while using
different types and sources of
information, given the media
users and different channels.

Understanding the structure of (and
difference between) a news report
(shorter), a feature story (longer), a
news analysis, and a commentary.

Being aware of the history of oral
history as a tool in journalism and
research.

Identifying oral history as a tool in
journalism research and writing.

2.1. To work with various
information sources, identify
news values, do interviews,
prepare reports, analyze,
summarize, raise good problem

questions. Using oral history in journalism

research and writing.

Criteria of learning achievement
evaluation

Describing different types of good story
lead.

Defining different classifications of good
lead.

Being able to recognize outstanding (and
to critique flawed) news reports, feature
stories, interviews, news analyses, and
commentaries—as well as to produce
decent examples of each type of item
oneself.

Explaining the history of oral history as a
tool in journalism and research, its
influence on historiography.

Being aware of restraints and limitations
in oral history as a tool of journalism.

Setting up an oral history project and
conducting interviews.



Link between course outcomes and content

Course outcomes

Grasping the importance, and
differentiating between different
types, of a good lead.

Understanding different ways of
classifying leads.

Understanding the structure of
(and difference between) a news
report (shorter), a feature story
(longer), a news analysis, and a
commentary.

Being aware of the history of oral
history as a tool in journalism
and research.

Identifying oral history as a tool
in journalism research and
writing.

Using oral history in journalism
research and writing.

Content (topics)
1. Classifying, and studying examples of, effective leads.

2. The importance and nature of a lead in terms of what comes after it: writing an
effective news story.
3. Leads differentiated according to form.

4. Leads differentiated according to news value emphasized.

5. The inverted pyramid, the linked boxes, the hourglass, the chronological
narrative, the historical narrative.

6. History and oral history.

7. The contribution of oral history to investigative journalism.

8. Setting up an oral history project.

9. Conducting interviews.

10. Using oral history in research and writing: assets and limitations.
11. Preserving oral history.

12. Therapeutic use of oral history.

13. Restraints and limitations in oral history as a tool of journalism.
14. A topic of the student’s own choice.

15. Final discussion.

Study (teaching and learning) methods

Lecturing, consultations, group discussions, paper writing, conducting interviews.

Methods of learning achievement assessment

Reading short paper assignments, observation of discussions, reading interview reports.

Distribution of workload for students (contact and independent work hours)

Lectures - 30 hrs., practical seminars - 15 hrs., group work - 15 hrs., homework - 50 hrs., individual independent work

- 50 hrs. Total: 160 hrs.

Structure of cumulative score and value of its constituent parts

Papers - 25%, midterm exam - 25%, exam - 50% of final grade.
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